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Women and human rights 


THE WORLD'S torturers, exe¬ 
cutioners and jailers do not dis¬ 
criminate on grounds of sex. 
Women are as likely as men to 
suffer brutal abuses if they ques¬ 
tion the status quo, defy their 
governments or insist on their 
rights. In different countries with 
differing ideologies women have 
been killed by the authorities: ju¬ 
dicially executed or murdered by 
government agents. 

At least 24 of the 36 people 
stoned to death in Iran in 1989 
were women, sentenced to this 
particular punishment for offenc¬ 
es such us adultery or prostitu¬ 
tion. Death by stoning is intend¬ 
ed to cause the maximum 
suffering to Kite victim. 

Nonyan/elo Victoria Mxenge, 
a pm in in an liumnn rights law¬ 
yer, was shot dead near Durban, 
South Africa in August 1983 by 
lour men. The attack was one of 
it pattern of assails nn known 
critics and opponents of the 
South African government be¬ 
lieved to be carried out by peo¬ 
ple acting on behalf of the au¬ 
thorities. Victoria Mxenge was 
representing 16 leading mem¬ 
bers of the United Democratic 
Front charged with treason when 
she was killed. 

Women as well as men spend 
years in prison after being con¬ 
victed in unfair trials. Carole 
Richardson spent 15 years in a 
British prison because she was 
convicted on the basis of an un¬ 
corroborated "confession" made 
under duress while she was held 
incommunicado. She was urrcsl- 
cd when she was a child of 17. 
In 1975 she was sentenced to life 
imprisonment for two bombings. 
She was released in 1989, when 
i it emerged that she and her three 
co-defend;inis, known as the 
"Guildford Four," had been 
wrongly convicted because of 
police malpractice which includ¬ 
ed lying to the court about the 
confession statements. At the 
trial in 1975 the judge stated that 
Ihcy would have received the 
death penalty if it was still on 
the statute books. 

Hundreds, if nol thousands, of 
women are prisoners of con¬ 
science, detained for their peace¬ 
ful opposition to the authorities, 
sometimes without having been 
charged or brought to trial. After 
a military coup brought the Na¬ 
tional Salvation Revolution 
Command Council to power in 
Sudan in June 1989, a number of 
women were imprisoned because 
of their associauon with the de¬ 
posed government. Throe were 
prominent members of the 
Grama Party, one of the major 
parties in the former govern¬ 
ment: Sara a I Fadi Mahmoud, 
wife of the former prime minis¬ 
ter and party president; Sara Ab- 
dullahi Nugdulluli, the daughter 
of a former Secretary General of 
the Urn mu party; and Rushida 
Ibrahim Abdul-Kariin, a member 
of the Uinma Party who was the 
Minister or State for Education 
before, the coup. They were nr- 
rcsied on 5 September, released 
for two days in October, and re- 
imprisoned for another month 
when they refused to sign a 
^iniemeni confessing to opposi¬ 
tion to the military government. 

When it comes to torture, 
women also suffer brutal ex¬ 
treme of abuse. Maria Juana Me- 
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dina was one of 64 trade union¬ 
ists detained during demonstra¬ 
tion in El Salvador on 18 Sep¬ 
tember 1989.Shc was reportedly 
severely loriurcd for three days 
and then released without 
charge. She claimed thaL she had 
been raped and repeatedly 
kicked in the abdomen, as a re¬ 
sult or which she hemorrhaged. 
She was hung by her feet over a 
stairwell and threatened with im¬ 
mersion in an electrified pool 
and with having her teeth pulled 
out unless she confessed to be¬ 
ing a member of a Salvadorian 
guerilla group. 

Association with men 

Women have been jailed, sex¬ 
ually abused and attacked by the 
authorities, not Ixicuiisc of any¬ 
thing they have done them¬ 
selves, but in order to bring pres¬ 
sure to bear on male relatives or 
Tor information about (item. 

In Sri Lanka, relatives of peo¬ 
ple who arc- either warn¬ 
ed by the security fore- sS' 
es, or in their custody, /Sr* 
have been arrested and 
toruired. In March A 

1988 a 16-year- S / /\ 

old girl was do- s' / \ 

mined appireutly ^ / j 

l>cc a use two of / j 
her brothers s' I 

had been ar- s' / 
rested earlier / 

in the year. / S ' 

She. 

held / 

for a year 

without l 5 

any \ \ 

charges \ \. 

brought \ 

against her, \ ^ 

and after her \ 
release filed a \ 
fundamental \ 
rights petition \ 
alleging that she 
had been tortured. She described 
being repeatedly questioned 

about her brothers' association 
and beaten with a dub when she 
was unable to provide satisfacto¬ 
ry answers. One of her brothers 
was then brought into the room 
and tortured with her. "They as¬ 
saulted me and my brothers al¬ 
ternatively about five times. As a 
result or this assault my hands 
and fingers were swollen and 
due to the physical and mental 
torture I fainted at last". 

Double Punishment 

Thousands of women have ef¬ 
fectively been widowed when 
their hushands "disappear" after 
being taken into custody. Wool¬ 
en in this position arc doubly 
punished. Not only have they 
lost their husbands, but ns their 
husbands sire not legally dead 
they cannot claim state or other 
benefits. Because they become 
the sole breadwinners, concern 
for their own and their children's 
-survival may lead such women 
Uj decide not to try und find out 
what happened to their hus¬ 
bands. This was the choice made 
by die wife of b Guatemalan 
trade unionist who- "disap¬ 
peared" in 1981. She (old Am¬ 
nesty International <A1) that she 
had decided not to work openly 


for information about her hus¬ 
band so that she could keep her 
job and support her children, and 
not risk "disappearing" or being 
killed herself: "In my ease, I 
really had to think about what I 


should do. If I were to 
join a committee, I had to lake 
into account all the things that 
can happen to you. You can be 
killed or face other repression or 
receive death threats. I had three 
children and a job, so I decided 
I d better dedicate myself to my 
work .This is extremely painful 
because I cannot forget my hus¬ 
band, the kind of man he was". 

The price 22-year-old Carmela 
Ferro Estrada paid for asking too 
many questions about her hus¬ 
band's "disappearance" was be- 
mg forced to give birth to her 
mini child in prison. Anacleto 
Lulli Ferro was one of 10 men 
rom the Huayrapama communi¬ 
ty in the Apurimac emergency 
Zone in Peru, who "disappeared"' 
in July 1988 after the army had 
taken them away for question¬ 
ing In an effort to find him Car- 
mcla Fcitu Estrad travelled with 
hertwochLWren, both of whom 
were under five, to the depart¬ 
mental capital, Abancay. She pe¬ 
titioned the authorities to ac¬ 
knowledge his detention and 
ro!case him. She was arrested on 
?J P l mbcr 7 hl,e queuing for 

food,, charged with "terrorism" 
and sent to Abancay 1 peniten- 


"crime". A 26-year-old farmer 
from San Martin de Alao, Lamas 
province in San Martin depart¬ 
ment, Peru, she was the mother 
of three children. Her husband, 
Juan Pablo Saboya Puerta was 
taken away by the army on 8 
January 1989. A few days later 
she travelled to Tarapoto, capital 
of the department, to search for 
him. She reported his " disap¬ 
pearance" to the human rights 
commission in Tarapoto and re¬ 
turned home on 16 January. At 
midnight the following day five 
soldiers burst into their home, 
tied up her parents and look Ma¬ 
ria Guinarita Pisco away. She 
was found dead two days later, 
lying over a tree trunk, with her 
hands tied behind her back. She 
was blindfold and her mouth 
was full of rags. She had been 
raped and shot in the forehead, 
k Some women 

have been target- 
f ed because of 

\ their work 
5 with women's 

\ J groups. In 

/ Guatemala, 

/ Elsa Castro has 
/ received threats 
against herself and 
her two young daugh¬ 
ters because of her work 
with her trade union wom¬ 
en's group. Elsa Castro works for 
the Coca Cola bottling plum in 
Guatemala City and is a member 
of STECSA, the union which 
represents Coca Cola workers. 

On 17 July 1989 a woman she 
did not know approached her 
and told her "soon you will be 
crying". Two days later, as she 
was returning from a meeting of 
the women's group, she was 
...» approached by two men 

“ who told her they knew 

where she had just been 
■and that she should look after 
her two young daughters. Cars 
with darkened windows had 
parked outside her house until 
her husband relumed home from 
work and then flashed their 
lights before driving off. 

In January 1990 several mem¬ 
bers of women's organisations 
were detained in Turkey. On 9 
January the police raided the 
rooms of the Associations of 
Democratic Women (DEM- 
KAD) m Ankara and detained 
DEMKAD's president, Halice 
Ankan and several others on 
suspicion of links with an illegal 
organisation. The detainees were 
interrogated under torture for 
several days and then released. 
They claim that two of them, a 
man and a woman, were stripped 
naked, confronted with each oth¬ 
er and then severely tortured to 

extract confessions. 

Special vulnerability 

Women suffer the fuU range of 
• human nghis violations prac- ’ 
tised in the modem world. There 
are also situations in which they 
arc particularly vulnerable.. 

Women refugees, according to - 
a Senior Legal Adviser ai the Of- 
5“ High Coramis- 

T .fo r Renees, are "espe-.' 
•2S .'Y u !ne^abTe ,, 

, ^duchon 4> : sexualharas^ierit;! 
physjeal violence and did lioUjo- 
^quent obligation ^0 oftmt *sex- i* 
, favours , m Exchange iifor.y 


documentations andtor relitf 
goods. 

Women in refugee camps, lib 
women in detention, may be sub- 
jecied to ill-treatment. Women 
asylum-seekers in Honk K m 
have reportedly been subjected 
to ill-treatment and assault by: 
police officers. Tweniy-seves, 
women were among the lOOasy-1 
lum seekers in Shek Kong De. 
ten lion Centre who sustained in¬ 
juries after being kicked and 
beaten by police officers, during ; 
a midnight search of their tens j 
in July 1989. One was a 28-year- 
old woman in the ninth month of \ 
her pregnancy. She told AI tha 1 
she though the- police office 
who attacked her "was about to 
hit me in the stomach". When 
she tried to protect herself" hi 
struck my elbow with his baton. ' 
He also hit me near the knees." [ 

Pregnant women are special!) j 
vulnerable lo torture and ill- 
ircaLment and in some casts j 
have suffered miscarriages as a 
result. 

A 30-year-old Peruvian peas 
am woman was detained in Sep-. 
tember 1987 while travelling fcy 
bus through un area where gue¬ 
rillas had am bus lied police. Sbz 
was accused of being a ”irnw- 
isl", blindfolded and flown to a \ 
detention centre where she was j 
interrogated under torture. AI- r 
though pregnant, she was report¬ 
edly stripped naked, was beaia 
and had her head repeatedly ah i 
merged in water until she aimed 
drowned. She was also raped 
She agreed to sign a self- 
incriminating statement to step 
the torture and was then charged 
with terrorism. She was taken K), 
prison, where her pregnancy 
ended in a miscarriage. She w.‘ 
later released and the charges. 
against her dropped. 

The International Convent 
on Civil and Political rights o-: 
plicitly prohibits the execute. 
of pregnant women and no 
nant woman is known to have , 
been judicially executed dunflJ 
the past decade. 

However pregnant woffl0j 
have been extrajudicially W** 
ed: killed by governmental 
Ana Maria del Carmen ' 
was in the later stages ofJOT; 
nancy when she "disappea^v. j 
1976, one of thousands tfj£j 
urns of the "dirty war - 
the Argentine , military jWj 
; their opponents. Herj 
exhumed in 1989 andj^';.-, v 

ly established byforen?te^® 

lists. Her baby 
• by two shots through' 

; men. Its tiny 
.. confirm her identity} 
del Carmen 
several 

! - tohave"dis#pearew.M^p! 

•••{' na in’ 1976; The 

..liesponsibie ■ 
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® The Housing Corpora, 
tion is studying the possi. 
bility of rescheduling its 
debts in order to be able 
to finance its projects 

om its own revenue of 
JU 4.5 million and with- 
out depending on loans. 

• A newly-formed Pales, 
tinian committee will meet 
next month to prepare for 
the convening of a new 
session of the Palestine 
National Council (PNC) 
in Amman. 

• Jordan will participate 
In the preparatory meet¬ 
ings of the technical co¬ 
operation ministers of 
member states of the Is- 
lamic Conference Organi¬ 
sation which will be held 
in Istanbul on Saturday 
24 March. 

The three-day confer¬ 
ence will discuss means of 
strengthening co¬ 
operation among Muslim 
countries in the fields of 
planning and develop¬ 
ment. 

• The National Aid Fund 
Tuesday held a meeting 
under the chairmanship 
of Minister of Social De¬ 
velopment Mr Abdul 
Majid Al Shrideh. 

• (icncral Director of 
Arab Potash Co. MrAli, 
Ensour left Amman for 
Singapore Sunday on a 
working visit. 
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capital Amman, where only 1.5 
per cent of Lhe inhabitants live 
under the poverty line. 

There is no doubt, however, 
that the social integration and’ 
the strong family ties thaL Jordan 
enjoys limit the effects of the 
| poverty phenomenon and help 
the people living under poverty 
line. 

Q: What arc the measures and 
criteria followed by the Ministry 
of Social Development in assess¬ 
ing the size of the poverty prob¬ 
lem? 

A: The measures followed by 
the Ministry in assessing the size 
of the problem centred on calcu¬ 
lating the basic food and non- IV /**&**£.-' 

food needs of the ordinary Jorda---—-—- 

man family. This was done in Poverty-stricken area in Amman- Bio r 

accordance with the following B 8 chaIletl 8efor social development workers 

internationally agreed upon q uir «l to ensure the basic food r. • r 

needs: food, clothing, healing, needs necessary for the human i? nb, l’ ian ° r 7 - 2 mem- and families 

housing, education and iranspor- body to funcUon at an acceptable bcrS -^ as ? ffcc,c<i ils ability to 

ladon. The minimum required of lcvc l- It was set for the averaac P '?u l , . u ? clf - especially n ; wii-ii nri - 

te needs was then calculated Jordanian family of 7.2 members Wl , h d,C pr J c ? hikcs and I,lc mental insiituiim 

■ Jor ^ian dinar, taking at JD 40 according to thi pS iffT ° f,hcdinar * " ™ic SSc 

into consideration the services of the first half of 1988. Taking i?lS , ?! oy,ncnt has also Wa- crly? 

j^aid piovidcd by the govern- ft* 

Q: The Dover- Ch “® e * “* g0VCrnm(!nt orre - are gov ™!™ 



0.' The pover¬ 
ty problem 
definitely has 
political, so¬ 
cial and eco¬ 
nomic effects 
dimen¬ 
sions. How 
serious are 
fiwse effects 
°n Jorda¬ 
nian society? 

1 believe 
that the eco- 
nom ic, social 
5 1 political 
eff ects of the 
PNtfty phe- 
f°menon on 

Jordan are nu- 

and 

7^ various 
JjMensions. 

these I 
mention the 
I flowing 

^^ofclarapBmy ^ 

«8Siv nni f‘ s ' b - w “ l «n- 

ttr "»S !Kial va,ues - 

P°°r areas, d- 


Jonlanian family of 7.2 mem¬ 
bers has affected its ability to 
provide for itself, especially 
with the price hikes and the de¬ 
valuation of the dinar. 
Unemployment has also aggra¬ 
vated the poverty problem as it 
is mainly spread among college 
and university graduates who 
are young people capable of 


ami himilies. 

Q: What nre the other govern¬ 
mental institutions that you co- 
o|)cr;iie with in confronting pov- 


-—UL." 

grees and who come from poor 
families, and carrying out die 
recommendations of the ministe¬ 
rial committee on unemploy¬ 
ment and other conferences that 
addressed the issue, b- control¬ 
ling the labour market and re¬ 
placing foreign workers with 
Jordanians, c- encouraging and 
facilitating die export of Jordani¬ 
an workers, and d- giving priori¬ 
ty in work to male citizens. 

There arc also other pmcc- 
Uurcs that could have positive 
impact on die poverty problem, 
like reducing the prices of food 
items by subsidising them, re¬ 
ducing the current government 
expenditure, encouraging invest¬ 
ment, and providing more sup¬ 
port for poor families. 

Q: Do you think that die Minis- 
fry's budget of JD .1 minion is 
enough for it to cover all ils re¬ 
sponsibilities? 

^ budget is much less than 
the minimum required by Hie 
Ministry. Our responsibilities in¬ 
clude die family and child care 

civ I j_r.__ ... ’ 


sovcmmcmaland privare eTwhth a " d WOrn ' 
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tor all governmental and private 
sector institutions. The govern¬ 
mental institutions involved in 
providing the needy families 
with aid and services are the 
ministries of Health, Education, 
Transport, Energy, Mineral Re¬ 
sources, the Water Authority, the 
Electricity Authority, the Hous¬ 
ing Corporation, the Public 
Transport Department and Rural 
and Urban Development Bank. 

VnlllnlAM. _- 


-n uut- 

en. which require huge expenses. 
Tnc Ministry requires a much 
bigger budget. The average share 
of the individual receiving aid 
from the ministry is JD 1 annual¬ 
ly while it is JD 25 for the indi¬ 
vidual share in the health servic¬ 
es and JD 35 in the educational 
services. 

The share of the individual in 
the social development services 

IS MMlnul.. I—__ 


The poverty 
problem defi¬ 
nitely lias po¬ 
litical, social 
and economic 
effects and di¬ 
mensions, 
Dr Moham¬ 
mad Al Squor 
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organisations are Queen Alia lhersect °rsin the country. 

Fund for Voluntary Work Now „ 

Al Hussein Foundation and other Wafi stage have you reached 
foreign and local welfare socie- I? "Station* with the World 
i««. B F Jc . for setting up a national in- 

In addition to providing finan- s btoUon what would co-ordinate 
ejal help to the poor families, , efforts of all organisations 
inese organisaUons and societies dealin g with the poverty uroh- 
Cffliy out social development and lcm * and when will this new 

iTSininff nmnramman __ _ kn. 1 .. l. _ 


ceive partial subsidy, we estimat¬ 
ed the poverty line for basic food 
and non-food needs at JD 89. 


work and production. 
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Nature conservation in Jordan 

Ambitious plans to revive Dana, create natural 
park in Wadi Rum and release rare deer in Ajloun 


By a Star Staff Writer 

AMMAN - The Royal SocicLy 
for the Conservation of Nature 
(RSCN) will soon embark on an 
ambitious and unique projccL 
mainly aiming at involving the 
previous residents of the desert¬ 
ed town of Dana (approximately 
200 kilometres south of Amman) 
in the revitalisation of their vil¬ 
lage as part of a master plan to 
establish the Dana Nature Re¬ 
serve. This year, the Society will 
also work to re-introduce the 
rare Roe deer and the threatened 
Persian Fellow deer into Zubiya 
Nature reserve in Ajloun. Plans 
arc also underway to create a na¬ 
tional park in Wadi Rum as part 
of the eastern desert's natural re¬ 
serve bordering Ionian's fron¬ 
tiers with Snudi Arabia. 

President of die Society Mr 
Anis Muuxhcr told the Slttr that 
RSCN is working closely with 
Saudi Arabia's National Com¬ 
mission for the Protection and 
Propagation of Natural Life to 
formulate a pan-Arab strategy to 
protect natural resources. He 
said he hoped that a meeting will 
take place soon in Saudi Arabia 
or Jordan 10 pul the foundations 
of such co-operation whieh will 
aim at creating joint reserves 
along the Jordanian-Saudi bor¬ 
ders, publishing o unified list nr 
species protection that will ex¬ 
tend beyond national borders 
and unifying dates of hunting 
seasons, in addition to exchange 
of information. 

Dana comes to life 

The Dana reserve in the south 
is another important project, 
which Mr Muashcr would like to 
see take off soon this year. "We 
arc trying to link the creation of 
natural reserves with economic 
development in the areas where 
such reserves will be built," he 
said. 

Dana is located in one of the 
most beautiful areas in the 
mountains of south Jordan. Ac¬ 
cording to a paper published by 
the RSCN, the proposed reserve 
will stretch from the high reach¬ 
es of the Sharaa mountains at an 
elevation of 1300 metres above 
sea level in the east, through 
breathtaking canyons and gorges 
of steep rock and down to the 
stunning dunes and hills of Wadi 
Arabia at an elevation of only 
200 metres in the west. 

Currently, the Society sees a 
number of problems facing the 
Dana reserve among whicli are 
the depletion of the green cover 
in the area because of overgraz¬ 
ing by goats, and felling the 
Lrecs for use as firewood, the 
hunting of mammals and bills in¬ 
digenous to file region especially 
the ibex Mountain Gazelle; the 
depiction of small strcnnis as 
watering holes have recently 
dried up due to drought, thus de¬ 
priving wildlife from these cru¬ 
cial watering points; and finally 
the desertion of the old village of 
Dana. Unemployment and pov¬ 
erty has hit the former residents 
forcing most of litem to migrate. 
Many of them reside in the new 
cement-built town ofQadisiya. 

The Society's goals, according 
to Mr Muashcr, are protection isL, | 


namely to restore the balance to 
the area's ecosystem and make 
sure that die flora and fauna of 
the area begin to regain their 
original constitution. 

The Society has also focused 
its attention to lap the area's tour¬ 
ism potential. _ 


dustrics. Some will lie helped to Wadi Rum project, such as the 
raise honey bees, while others Aqaba Regional Authority and 
will be encouraged to farm, the- Ministry of Tourism, in their 
Commercial activities related to efforts to gel the necessary fund- 
tourism will appear since there ing from international orgonisa- 
will be a need for cafeteria's, liv- lions. Mr Muasher said that the 


ery stables and others. 
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The natural r 
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makes it "a nat- •’:.Tf 1 I J . • I. . i { V'-j 

ural stopping HMBjjKgniUW''. : J • ' '■ ■># .* f- .‘■j-,j 

point for visi- HHHKflE' ’ :; 

tors to Jordan," gyjBBjb m 

according to a 
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9^f ln Joretan wta become an international centre 

Society will re- for breeding this rare animal 

sort to fencing 
"vulnerable 

purls of the border", building ob- -n „ . r . . 

servation points for wardens r ? ,C Umc , d iUltc 5 Agency f° r 8000-year-old 
and organising horseback pa- Development ashcr hopes ll 

trols. In addition, Uic Ministry of haj> provided the Soci- be completed 

Agriculiurc is backing protection cty Wllh a ® ranl 00,000 to be and that work 

efforts llirough an intensive fo- sp ^ nl °P. rcnovalin g the village before die end 

re station programme that is im- and a , llect A mar Khamash is 

pic men ted through German currently „ worki ng on Plans and Azr 

funding. designs for rc-building it. A 

To facilitate tourism, the Soci- committee r ° r thc reserve will be The fate of / 
cty will be setting up a campsite J^ 1 ? 1 . ^ I 0 ? 83 residents will serve does no 

for campers, equipped with ncc- 86 uivited to join it, according to tl 

essary sanitary facilities. It will is still being 

also build hiking trails so Ural rates from it< 

visitors wil I have access to high- A study for Rum’s overground la) 

lights of the reserves ''without national park during winter r 

harming the green cover.’ 1 Shcl- . age and rainf 

ters will also be built at vantage " ac *i ^ um is another 1 region of dried up. "The 

points of exceptional natural Jordan which the So- j 

beamy. cicty has its eyes on r __ 

In addition to protecting nature ^ or *990. The Rum . ... 

and luring tourists, the Society National Park will .iyjW 

will carryout an ambitious breed- occupy a large area '.•’•SKI 

ing programme by establishing a °f Ihe Wadi and die J "sBM 

breeding centre at the proposed Society hopes to ap- I 

reserve for ibex and Mountain ply the same concept iff- 

Gazelle. Water points will be set ° f having tourism Tl 

up in order to compensate for the and the protection of - 

streams that have been over used nature co-existing 

! n •Joarca, which is famous for fc> r die support of 

its 2000-year-old buiom and cy- this beautiful desert. KSfSHfilf 

P T SSU o? s ' Thrce wpensfrom 

Less than ^0 out of 120 houses the world Wildlife 
intact in the old village Fund (WWF) will 

°\Jr m ?i , r a f rcording 10 Mr Mu “ visil Jord an in April 

ashcr. With government assis- to study tiiree main & 

tiince, the Society hopes, to ni- aspects of Rum 

tract many of the villagers to namely, ubranisa- 

return and rebuild tlieir houses, lion, tourism and na- a i 

A number „f u.cm will be Lure proia-iion Thc Anls M «»shtr:"We an la 

trained on traditional handicrafts three experts will nnt r^r j , 

at Salts Traditional handicrafts study oruhe creation 3 L hcrc and ovcr P 

Centre. This will be done *&***"* 

through (lie assistance of the Hal- committee renrcSn^ ’ ? sher S£Ud - 
ran government and Noor AI mcnral and S on 8 g ° Vern " , from saiinaLi on 

Hussein Foundation. The aim of parties losing this beam 

* . l0 crca tc job Rum region h« tZi * Bccause *« 


Ttic United Slates Agency for 
International Development 
(USAID) has provided the Soci¬ 
ety with a gram $100,000 to be 
spent on rcnovaling the village 
and architect Amar Khamash is 
currently working on plans and 
designs for rc-building it. A 
committee for the reserve- will be 
formed and local residents will 
be invited to join it. 


A study for Rum’s 
national park 

Wadi Rum is another* region of 

Jordan which the So- j 

cicty has its eyes on r - 
for 1990. The Rum 
National Park will 
occupy a large area 
of the Wadi and the 
Society hopes to ap¬ 
ply the same concept j 

of having tourism 
and the protection of 
nature co-existing 
for the support of 
this beautiful desert. 

Three experts from ^ 

the world Wildlife 
Fund (WWF) will ISp® 
visil Jordan in April 
to study three main 
aspects of Rum, B§yj| 
namely, ubranisa- 

lion, tourism and na- Ante Mu, 
ture protection. The C 

three experts will put forward a 
study on the creation of the na¬ 
tional park. At the same lime a 
committee representing govern¬ 
mental and scmi-govcrnmental 

nnrtlRC ... 


study wm look into re- 

__organising the 

' . ’*» small village of 

i,■' ':Xt Rum, re-zoning 

•■I'**** lhe Popped 
' , areas and creat- 

t - ,V".'vT in 8 job opportu- 
nities for the lo- 
. ^ cals." The . 

u/'V;-? '■ Society also 
aJM -‘‘ r f aims at relcas- 
ing a herd of 
1H W currently 

j protected in 
Shomari near 
Http!!*.; Azraq, in the 
...4.;.;^ Rum area. The 
■gn^'V e: i area is famous 
for its Ibex, 
Mountain Ga- 
b«T. zelJ e and Bus- 

\ iwd. The Socie- 

Z; ly will pave 
—-- Ai -’7l tracks built of 

_. ^ limestone Iead- 

ational centre j ng to s j les 0 f 

archaeological 
importance cs- 
pecially to the 
8000-year-old drawings. Mr Mu- 
iishcr hopes that the study will 
be completed in May or June 
and that work can begin in Rum 
before the end of this year. 

Azraq is lost 

The fate of Azraq Wetland Re¬ 
serve does not look promising 
according to the Society. Water 
is still being pumped at high 
rates from its aquifers, while 
overground lakes (usually filled 
during winter months from seep¬ 
age and rainfall) have almost 
dried up. "The situation is sad 


Anis Muasher:” We are losing Azraq" 


there and overpumping has gone 
beyond safe measures," Mr Mu¬ 
asher said. 'There is real fear 
from salination. I think we are 
losing this beautiful area." 
Because of water shortages in 

Amman onii .i__ b . 


™™ai on. i no aim of parties involved in .h 7x5 *1 n fi W1S dutiful area." 
tins programme is to create job Rum region hns tv™ fi ccause of water shortaHes in 

asas^wyrs &s , a 1 aiK,F^ s ^s^-SSEfe- 

arwtw 

Eaar , *“‘*— 

Residents wiU also bo given • htertSwffiSA'? cp-,. 

help to start their own small in- 


4 THE STAR 


JSBsasaas. 


fmm reu 

cubic metres ; 
1.2 miUion cu¬ 
bic metres last year;. • .-5 : . 

_Once a lush oasis and ari ini- 
PtVtont ^op of xpilllons of mi- 


,V.VWv\-. 






gratory birds, Azraq (90 kilome- 
ires east of Amman) i s drying 
up. The Society has had to pro- 
hibit hunting water fowl f or 
years, but still the number of 
birds visiting Azraq has droDDed 
considerably. 

Things, however, are not that 
bad in nearby Shomari Reserve 
20 kilometres southeast of Az¬ 
raq, where Jordan's successful 
oryx breeding programme is tak¬ 
ing place. The programme Iasi 
year suffered a set-back which 
cost the Society 13 heads but the 
critical situation was later con¬ 
trolled when international ex¬ 
perts, called in to look into the 
matter, discovered that green 
cover in the reserve has become 
salinated and scarce, and the 
necessary vaccines were import¬ 
ed thus, saving the 100-strong 
herd. As a result of this, the So¬ 
ciety has decided to expand the 
Shomari reserve and move pan 
of the herd to a new reserve- in 
Wadi Rum by the end of this 
year. 

Also the ostrich hatching pro¬ 
gramme at Shomari was de¬ 
clared a success after six eggs of 
ostriches hatched last year, and 
another six heads were received 
as a gift from Saudi Arabia. Lon¬ 
don Zoo sent three heads of wild 
Syrian assess while the San Die¬ 
go Zoo in the United States sent 
a gift of 20 heads of ibex, which 
were released in Al Mujib Re¬ 
serve in Soulh Jordan. 

The success of the oryx breed¬ 
ing programme in Shomari was 
the impetus behind a decision by 
world exports on oryx meeting 
in Oman last year to make Sho- 
mari an international centre for 
propagating, distributing and 
protecting thoroughbreds. The 
cost of the first phase of the pro¬ 
ject is estimated al $1 million, to 
be provided by international or¬ 
ganisations. 

Other reserves 

The Society runs six nature re¬ 
serves and hopes to create 12 ad¬ 
ditional ones over the coming 
years. This year the Society 
hopes to re-introduce Roe deer 
in Zubiya Nature Reserve, and 
plans to release three males and 
two females into the mountain¬ 
ous reserve after fencing the 
area. The Society expects to re¬ 
ceive a herd of Persian Fellow 
deer also to be released in Zu- 
biya. 

Work is also going on in Taw* 
aneh Reserve, which is dedicated 
to breeding partridge, in order® j 
release pressure on wild buds 
popular among Jordanian hum*. ;. 
ers. 

In addition to naming 
serves, the Society, SfflWjj?--*’ 
open to members and nature J0 r 1 • 
ers, organises hunting season > 1 ■ 
Jordan by issuing licwKW; ?*-- 
lists of animals and buuSdy-r , .- 

lowed to be hunted.duriiigdW«-: ! 

ent periods. Last year, j! 

145 hunting violations, 8nd;«. ; 
sued 1639 hunting BcenglgJ , 
addition, the Society is acU '^:; y. 
Jordan’s re-forestatiorij.^f 

gramme, anti-pollution y 

student's environmental WWg". *j£ 
.riesa campaign. r y !•! 

; 22'MAiiai^i'- 



Queen Alia Heart Institute: Beyond the controversy 


By Vanessa Bafrouni 

Special to The Star 

SINCE ITS creation in 1982, the 
Queen Alia Heart Institute 
(QAHI) has established itself as 
a major heart centre both locally 
and regionally. Its diagnostic 
and treatment facilities attract an 
increasing number of referrals at 
home and from other Arab coun¬ 
tries. Currently QAHI handles 
1000 operations yearly, 700 of 
which are open heart procedures, 
and has, according to Dr Daoud 
Hanania, head of cardiac surgery 
at QAHI and former director of 
the Royal Medical Services 
(RMS), since its opening per¬ 
formed "thousands of catheteri¬ 
sations and tens of thousands of 
investigations." Its controversial 
heart transplant programme 
which started in 1985, not only 
put Jordan on the transplant map 
but was responsible for bringing 
the centre to regional promi¬ 
nence. 

Despite its obvious success as 
a medical facility, the Heart In- 
suiute has recently come under 
attack by certain members of 
parliament, concerned that ter¬ 
tiary health care has overdevel¬ 
oped at the expense of much 
needed primary health care in 
the country. According to Dr Ha¬ 
nania the expansion and fumish- 
‘ n S of me King Hussein Medical 
Centre (KHMC) grew out of ne- 


SS ?ity "U ncver constituted a 
g™L°0AHI 8e ^ Cral h “ llh bud - 

fenc^budgeftSth^^g revenue 

Sw. 1W0 hcallh 

of 

rtaacA's 

from being a luxury was a natu 
J2|. Progression from the work 
being carried out there. Thoracic 
f^gery had already bcgunl^d 
the development of opf n hSn 
surgery worldwide waTsoon^ 
Jjjj? a ma J° r im P acl on tertiary 

His Majesty King Hussein 
cognitive of advances*in medical 
science has been the patrcm of 
the cardiac programme and in 
consequence a cardiac team of 

Cardiolofiist ’ anaeslhe- 

Jfi Pump technician was 
sent to Houston Texas for train- 

n?M n ^ C , m,nenl heart surgeon 
Dr M Debakcy. As h direct result 
of the ambitious KHMC training 

K T, CS ’ ^ 10 four tiiou- 
sand adult patients underwent 

Sin982 Surfiery bclwccn 1973 

The incidence of Heart Dis- 

J ° rdan , 8,1(3 ^ A nib 
world is considered high (al- 

tiiough no comparable statistics 
aie available). The raison for 


u Hassan delivering Ms speech in the opening session 

Aviation Safety Conference ends today 

fcSuliK "s3fc l S* saying lhal ,,safel y “ <Wf com- 
“LetRASQ conclS c J au ? c an <* therefore our ef- 
’J8 bene today Thursrinlf tt? 1 " dunng *** conference will 
lhree ^y Srence ^h 1 ?- 6 ^.^ected towards this end." 

Cu ssed aircraft enein J3? d,S ‘ r ^. Mr Abu Hassan thanked the 
“""d Sing 8 n T L Pfir ' ? Ig . ht Safel y Foundation (FSF) 

Programmes f ? r ll i fu11 support and P^cipa- 

'ssues related to aviation P on 1,181 have made tiie "excel- 

. Addressing the 22, ent - Ievc3 of professionalism" I 
J»n of the conferenS’ nn S T SeS ' a F. hieved b y tiie conference- pos- 
% His Maj«tt icfno S ue f' ? lble * He said ^ at W. "safety 

that chan^anH ^ Hussc n ,s deeply ingrained in ourcorpo- 
• ? avi atio n indL^ d a tepansion rate culture." 

n "g at a fast pace^n/" 6 0CCur " at Royal Jordanian rigor- 

f 3 e "sure that that r ? ust ous3 y beiieve that safety is an in- 
r,? 13 guarantee aSm; rt deve l° P ' vestmenl 81,(3 8 highly cost effec- 

tod fof«nost" aUOn safely hv® approach in assuring the . 
J 1 *,} speech *. viability of our mission," RJ 

by Mr Arina^^Ai? 11 * h,s President aud Chief Executive 
J? 1 * Hie lung's 1 A S U - Au " ^ Hussam Abu Ghazaleh told - 
SJHussei neSK adv,ao, > the conference on Tuesday: . ; 

> for Royal He s^d that the 1 goal of the. 

in owanKhr 0 ,? 118 coufcrence, which >vas organised -i 
51?id that SH?**®. ev8n t • by RJ Aviation Safety Omce-in : 1 
Sjjfl# best mSis 8 ^ 1 has be ‘ co-operation 'with FSF was -to V, 
Sfon and co-oneLr COmmu " meanirigfiiiiy contribute fprim- 
ft 8 - He said KS! 1 2 mon ? P^enting’ further; B&ty - im- 1 : 
^slogan "safety f?r1?P^ 0n u° f FPvementin dur mission/ 
.gf’Nandator^ firstl ,s . be ' Aroimd 54 participants,-repfe- r : 

MrCT 88 of thn iw,^ . senting $ m^|orworld; ailtirafl 
Abu Wo? °FHJ manufa^ttirers.j alHiije pperaton 
1 ^ Sed the owSS? 0 - \ /atid-'segii^.tbfy.a£PM)KM^Rpartd 



Dr Hanania 

Hnnnn ,IT *^ddfectoria! explains Dr 
Hanaiua. The tradition and con- 

Sw,: in T^ in ,i,c 

Arab World could possible con¬ 
tribute to the high incidence of 
conpmtal heart disease while an 
nadcqmuc primary health care 
in past years that did not bring 
rhcumauc fever under contrcti 
contributes to valvular disorders 

hv°ml! ry r blcnis 8rc incurred 
Ji ff,. “ in llK Wcst- 
- ^ 0f pot)r diet, heavy 

smoking uncontrolled hypenen- 
sion, drabcics. obesity and stress. 

. Ur Hanania believes that the 
increased load in the- early cicht- 
ICS Justified the extension of 1 ihc 
canliac unit and in 1982, Sultan 


Quboos, familiar with the cardi- 
ac programme, completely fi¬ 
nanced the building of the 
Queen Alia Heart Institute (at a 
cost of JD 20 million) and its 

first year running costs. 
A ^ Igncd b y Prize winning 
American hospital architects, the 

SS? 100° niiins ■ InsU,ule 

.'•poos too bed capacity, two 
cathcrisaiion labs, four operating 
theatres and the full complement 
01 non invasive investigative 
equipment (ultrasoud, cchocardi- 
grams, treadmills etc.) which Dr 
Manama says arc comparable 

,n t y 1 n ? odcrn h Mrl institute 
in the world. 

The Institute was built with the 
P^? ,er . Ara . b world in mind, 
l>j j)ing that ns sophisticated fa¬ 
cilities would enable it to be¬ 
come a referral centre for die re- 
K 1 - Ahhough other countries 
hi tiie area now have their own 
heart institutes, the QAHI still 
attracts patients from the Gulf 
Ggypt, Iraq. North Africa, Syria’ 
Gaza and the occu¬ 
pied \\ cst Bank and such opera- 
urns makes up 20 per cent of die 
Institutes yearly intake, earning 
null ion dinars annually for 

NMh? 100 ; 1 - , Ma3ical flixtillllc 
(NMI) n, wind, i] |C RMS - s 

■Wonded. 

Its earning power aside. Dr 

tiie Insiiiutc 
,uw Sdv «l Jordan and Jordanians 


thousands of dinara. Jordanians 
seeking open heart surgery 
abroad would have to oav 
$10,000 - 15,000, whereas simi- 
« tiie Institute costs 
around 1200 to 3000 dinars. 

. Access to this excellent facility 
is also not confined to one socio 
economic strata alone. The 
unique nature of the Royal Med¬ 
ical Services provides secondary 

!5* 1lcn,a 7 hc8, to care to one 
tiilrd of the nation, some of 

whom are the poorest, at little or 
no cost to the patient It cannot 
be denied dial those who have 
benefited most from the so 
called luxury" facilities and 1 
programmes of the KHMC are 
a f\ who can ,casi afford it. 

r„.w , 0 U i gh , ^ na * 

runs .1 kidney transplant nro- 
gramnic, only ihc value of the 

lihniJ Publicised heart iran.s- 
pt.mLs have Ivccn questioned. Dr 
Hanania defends the heart trans¬ 
plant programme as "no longer 
Iwmg experimental but a recog¬ 
nised modality Tor the treatment 
pf certain conditions of terminal 

S l h SC:iSC -" ° flhc JO patients 
who have received heart irons, 
plants in Jordan, six are still |i v - 
m * i ’. .wh’Ic many others are 
awaiting ikmora. Dcfeiuliji.. iis 
5*Pf ,,Wa ^Hanania says Nut in 
the tong nut. irnnsplam is chcap- 
tr than Hie cost ol intensive care 
icqtnred without it, 
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Beauty contest for Arabian 
horses 


By Meg Abu Hamdan 
Special to The Star 

THE ROYAL Jordanian State 
Stud will today, Thursday, be 
the venue Tor the first Arabian 
Horse Championship Show ever 
to be held in Jordan. Unlike- the 
last Arabian horse show held m 
the Stud in September 1988, 
which was a displav of horses 
brought in from ail over the 
Arab worldthis show will give 
on opportunity for the owners of 
Arabian horses to pit the beauty 
of their animnls against that of 
their fellow breeders. 

More than 150 horses from 
Abu Dhabi, Qatar and Jordan 
will be competing against each 
other in classes for the best sen¬ 
ior male, the best junior male, 
the best female and (he best fe¬ 
male with foal at foot. In all, 
there will be 15 classes enabling 
horses of all ages to compete. 
The show, which has an early 
start at 8:45 am. will begin with 
young horses while more senior 
animals, those of 10 years and 
over will compete later in the 
day. The judges of the classes 
are from the United Kingdom, 


Spain and Morocco. 

The show is being held in af¬ 
filiation with the European Com¬ 
mission for Arabian Horse Or¬ 
ganisers (ECAHO). The 
ECAHO rules for conduct of 
shows will be applied, meaning 
that those horses placed in the 
first three positions will be enti¬ 
tled to participate in major Euro¬ 
pean and International shows, 
like for example the World 
Championship in Pahs. 

This is especially gratifying to 
the competitors as until now 
breeders of Arabian horse in the 
Arab world had to qualify at Eu¬ 
ropean shows before they were 
allowed to go on to compete in 
the more important international 
events. 

Depending on the weather, the 
show will be held either out¬ 
doors or in and will continue all 
day with a break for lunch. Re¬ 
freshments will be available on 
the showground. 

As a result of the increase in 
the number of horses bred at the 
State Stud this year, a number of 
young horses, particularly colts 
will be for sale. 


By Frida Jeryes 
Special to The Star 

SHE BURST onto the scene 
without any prior introductions 
and achieved an immediate suc¬ 
cess. A Jordanian voice first dis¬ 
covered by "Al-Nagham Al- 
Arabi" group in 1986, Suhair 
Odeh is believed by many to 
have won the Jordanian song a 
huge untapped audience that did 
not exist before. 

When she sings, her face is 
rendered into a tempest of emo¬ 
tional reverberations and her 
dark eyes tell a myriad tales and 
when she talks, she is full of nat¬ 
ural charm, vigour and warmth. 

Last year she joined the Jorda¬ 
nian group 'Mirage" and en¬ 
riched the group's recordings 
with three Arabic releases "Zou- 
rouni", "Sarkha" and "Tigoul 
Ahwak", a brilliant production 
executed with all the beauty and 
feeling pssible to make it a hiL 
Today her songs are played on 
radios and television screens in 
many Arab countries, raising Su¬ 
hair to stardom, not only on the 
local scene but also Arab-wide. 

"I have learnt the 'a' V 'c' of 
singing from A1 Nagham Al- 
Arabi". With them, she sings 
Muwashahat "which is my pas¬ 
sion," says Suhair, who attends 
the troupe's rehearsals twice a 
week for two hours. "And I will 
continue with the troupe as long 
as it exists", confirms Suhair. 

• "I have also learnt a great deal 
from my husband, who always 
tries to give me of his knowl¬ 
edge and experience," she adds, 
paying full tribute to the man 
who helped her achieve the feme 
she now enjoys, Mustafa 
Sha'sha’a, violinist, singer, com¬ 
poser and teacher of music. 

Suhair and Mustafa have one 
daughter (Nagham) aged three 
and half years, and one son , 



Suhair Odeh 


(Awj), aged 14 months. When 
asked about her priorities of the 
home and the career, Suhair 
says, "of course my husband and 
children come ftrsr. 

Suhair and Mustafa ore now 
working together, as Suhair had 
left Mirage a month ago for 
managerial disagreement. They 
have just released a song "Mag- 
dar Agullak”, expected to come 
out on video in a few weeks. 

The song was first played 30 
years ago by a Jordanian artist 
but I have taken it out of its 
slumber and given it a new col¬ 
our " says Mustafa. 

"From a monotonous Bedouin 
song," he transformed it into a 
modem production, executed 
with both Western and Arabic 
instruments and performed by 
both him and Suhair. The out¬ 
come was a superb colourful 
work with the spirit and theme 
of the Badia. 

"Old Jordanian and Arabic 
songs are monotonous in colour. 
They lack imagination and varie¬ 
ty." says Mustafa. "I try to give 
the song a new colour with har¬ 
mony of percussion and melo¬ 
dy". 

Suhair says that of the songs 
she has so far performed, 
Magdar Agullak" is the one she 
liked most. "Mustafa is the clos¬ 


est to me and he best under, 
stands my vocal abilities. 
formed iiwith all my feelinas ■ 

Listening with them uT'the 
song played on the stereo a 
their home, one feels that tW 
two have a great potential as a 
team. But as they speak of their 
future plans, each is careful to 
krep his and her own individual 
identity, and to maintain a little 
distance between their respec¬ 
tive interests. 

The couple have plans for fu¬ 
ture combined productions. "The 
next will be a surprise" says 
Mustafa, but at the same time 
they both keep their options 
open for separate involvements, 
which they both feel are right 
for their careers. 

Suhair, who is also an actress 
has just finished filming a Bed¬ 
ouin series for Jordan Televi¬ 
sion. The date of broadcast has 
not been set yet, she says. There 
is no singing in this series, but 
she welcomes any offer (tat 
would involve both her talents, 
singing and acting. 

She started her acting career in 
1987 when she look part in i 
theater production called "Time 
for Fantazia" which was per¬ 
formed during the Theater Festi¬ 
val of Tunisia and which won a 
prize for best technical work. 

Mustafa has a diploma in Mu¬ 
sic from Cairo, and a bachelor 
degree also in music from Ku¬ 
wait. He is currently working on 
his Masters degree at George 
Mayson University in the United 
States. He teaches music educa¬ 
tion at A1 Manhal institute, gives 
violin lessons at the National 
Music Conservatory and is a 
member in the Administrative 
Committee of the Musicians So¬ 
ciety. He also writes music for 
local and Arab productions and 
sings for Jordan Television 


With every looted 


By Dr Khairieh Amr 

Special to The Star 

A FEW months ago an acquain¬ 
tance phoned, asking if he could 
bring around a few things to 
show me. Half an hour later he 
appeared with a few plaster 
plaques and small statues 
smudged with mud, asking about 
their date. I explained the tech¬ 
nique of plaster casting (an easy 
cheap technique that is currently 
used; in sonic cases the plaster is 
actually mixed with crushed 
stone and the statues set on stone 
bases to achieve the weight and 
feel of stone). In disbelief, he 
said ho had paid 4,000 dinars for 
the 'antiquities’, and even worse, 
a customer was due in one hour 
to view them. 

I think my friend learned his 
lesson, at any rate, he could not 
afford to spend any more money 
on modem plaster. As for the 
customer, l uni sure he spent his 
money somewhere else, hopeful¬ 
ly on fakes but maybe on real 
antiquities looted from an ar¬ 
chaeological site. 

I am not writing this article to 
discuss the Antiquities Law or 
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the cases of states going to court 
over their stolen ancient treas¬ 
ures sold on the international 
market. My aim is to tell you 
what damage an antiquity in 
someone's sitting room or garden 
docs. 

It has been said that "archaeol¬ 
ogy is destruction". This saying 
came from the fact that when a 
layer of earth gets deposited dur¬ 
ing a time period, it preserves 
within it evidence of human ac¬ 
tivity during that period. Once 
that layer is removed, the evi¬ 
dence it retained for many years 
is lost forever. By careful me¬ 
thodical digging, archaeologists 
can see that evidence and record 
it. Looters whose only aim is the 
recovery of sellable antiquities 
do not record anything. With 
every looted object, a bit of his- 
lonr ts lost beyond recovery. 

An antiquity, of known prove¬ 
nance coining from a well- 
recorded earth deposit, could say 
much about its makers and users 
about their way of life, their re¬ 
ligious beliefs, their trade con¬ 
nections, their aesthetics and art; 
it could draw part of the picture 
of life during that time and it is 
our material connection with his- 


Buying antiquities 

object, a bit of history is lost 


tory. On the other hand, a looted 
antiquity is reduced to a mute 
object 

The desire for beautiful and 
rare objects has been with hu¬ 
mans since time immemorial. 
Many antiquities are truly beau- 
Uful works of art, although most 
are regarded as beautiful merely 
because they are old. There is a 
sense of excitement about things 
mat were made thousands or 
even hundreds of years ago. An 
antiquity i n a museum is pleas¬ 
ure and education to the public 
and inspiration to the artists. An 
annqimy in a private home is 
merely a showpiece to visitors. 

I talked to a prominent busi¬ 
nessman some time ago, who 
said he is angry at the fact that 
many anuquities are leaving the 
country. Jordan is losing some of 
Us treasures with no hope of re- 

® W “ answer to this sad 
teutn he Is encouraging his rich 

SS 

Keep them in the country. The 
result of this altitude is the crea- 
hon of a now market where loot- 
ers have.to satisfy both exoort 
and local demands. More arc£S 
ologtcal sites are belnT £ 
alloyed. More history is being 


lost The motives are true and 
honest but the solution is short¬ 
sighted. 

Here it should be stressed that 
the problem is worldwide and 
not confined to Jordan. Even the 
nen developed nations are suf¬ 
fering greatly from the harm 
done to their history by the trade 
in antiquities. To add to the de¬ 
struction, ancient treasure hunt¬ 
ing is now utilizing modern tech¬ 
nology with devastating effects. 
This does not refer to metal de¬ 
tectors that do not usually go be¬ 
yond finding rusty nails and 
cans, but to the use of bulldozers 
and cranes. The trade has pro¬ 
gressed from dealing mainly 
with coins and pots to architectu¬ 
ral elements. Door frames, col¬ 
umns and even mosaic floors are 
on the market. Accordingly, 
ma % anctent monument that 
could have been cultural land¬ 
marks as well as tourist attrac¬ 
tions are ruined.. * 

I t is an impossible task for any 

to , k€ ?P over all its 
archaeological sites. The only 

SE v g“ ld 1 be to ^strict the 
market. People who collect an- 
Uqumes are usually people who 
appreciate an and culture, and 



are sensitive to conservation. H 
is mainly through their realising 
the harm this market does W 
looting will stop. ., 

Going back to my acquajr 
tance and his fakes. I recall 
story of a small pilaster, Jjwd* 
November-December 1981. Ij 
took one month to carve.J 
was shown each stage wiWFj 
pride. After carving, the pua*“ 
was buried in the grow|*5? 
watered for one year. Great 
fort and skill went into the m 
ing. A talented youiJgJH 
among many in his area in™, 
there are no recdgmisegg®£ 
local art at the time bcmjg* ^ 
maker also does statuehejgjj 
figurines. If he had QL 
people With his modem 
as products of hts culoj*.^ 
now stands insteadof 
as products of 

coufd he.make a 

we not focus on thG'JJJ, 
crafts, creating steady .F 
feeling of, 
products and .culture 
those of otir hhceatorvj? 

: going through rafaU,, 

• no capabilities living 
riesor the past?- 

1 -The 

archaeologist .. .'%$$$$£ 
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The rise and fall of 

illustrious Carthage 

The UNESCO nrn. f~ U _ 


The UNESCO pro 
gramme for the preserva¬ 
tion of Carthage, which 
commenced in the early 
1970s, has resulted in ex¬ 
cavation of that ancient 
Tunisian city and its sur¬ 
rounding areas by Tuni¬ 
sian and international 
teams - and a wealth of 
finds. 

By Maggie James 
Special to The Star 

LONDON - The historic city 
known as Carthage - sited on 
what is now a suburb of Tunis, 
the capital of Tunisia - is thought 
to have been founded in the 
eighth or ninth century BC, but 
traditionally in 1186 BC, by Lhc 
ancient Mediterranean civilisa¬ 
tion known as the Phoenicians. 
Recent archaeological investi¬ 
gation by French, American, 
Bntish, German, Canadian, Ital¬ 
ian, Danish, Swedish, Dutch and 
Tunisian experts - organised in 
an effort to preserve Carthage 
and its environs under the aus¬ 
pices of the United Nations Edu¬ 
cation, Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation (UNESCO) - have 
revealed the fascinating creative- 
legacy of fee Phoenician and Ro¬ 
man inhabitants of the area. 

, Cartilage: A Mosaic of An- 

S£S ! i a ’'' S led Aicha 
Ben Abed Ben Khader and Da- 

vid Sojen and published by 

W.W, Norton, is based on an ex- 

£2!*** same name pre- 
American Museum 

\n Hn^!3 St0ry m New York 

m coflabor* 11011 w j lh ^ Bardo 

Museums in Tunis 
m Archaeological Mu- 
of El Jem, Sousse Sfex 

Representing contri- 

ta’sfemtliese museum, ^ 
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Above.Berber women of Tunisia in traditional 
. cloths 

RightiA Tunisianladywalks,tie ancient steps at 
the capitohum, Dongga 


far superior to Roman military 
leaders. 

Soren explains that the impor¬ 
tance of Carthage in antiquity 
was due to its strategic location 
close to Sicily and Italy and near 
the mouth of the Medjerda river 
(then the Bagradas). The river 
runs through a very fertile valley 
" nourishing spine of Tunisia. 

The three principal resources 
of the Carthagian economy were 
■nany hot n’lTSSSriS commerce, agriculture 7 and 

Jttk, the exhibit^ Art,sans were numerous, 

ih?. lama,* -_n_. contained including potters, jewellers! 

wood and metal workers, ma¬ 
sons and g lawmakers. 

MHamed Has sine Fantar, di¬ 
rector of research at the National 


ever shown in the United 


AooHiing to the Director of 
^ {^“““Museum of Natu- 
D ' Nichol- 
S of exhibit was 

ofS^J CCU l ale P a, ' oram e 
^L^ofthe'S 

ftatsimwJ 68 an ° 8lr uggles 
AftiSPfff that partoftoe 

Hi SfyasSi 

Da v id*SoTft? 0t ^ uc *^ 0n ’ American 

■ W soN 1 iS a 5 ul,ans <fevd- 

1 

Shit's*"- 

, ucatiort and 
foosaine °>ey invented true 
recent 

TheyL5f? an oxcava- 
^ l , c *Pltf5Lf spected mid 

tfiifitii*-?-- geaiuses * some 
1990. 


°. f Archaeology and An 
(INAA) in Tunisia, describes 
how the founding of Carthage 
brought new resurgence of eco¬ 
nomic, political and cultural ac¬ 
uity to North Africa. "Carthage 
became the capital of a vast em¬ 
pire that covered almost all of 
present Tunisia, Tripoli (which 
mcluded the emporia of Sabrata 
and L^ptis), and other important 
North African cities like Lixus 
m Morocco. Tipasa and Hippo in 
Algeria also seem to have be¬ 
longed to the Carthaginian em¬ 
pire. Outside of Africa, Carthage 
dominated a pan of western Sici¬ 
ly, Sardinia, the Balearics. Malta 
and the southern regions of 










Spain," he says. 

But the spectacular rise of Car- 
£agc was to end in a spectacular 
fell. Hcdi Slim of the INAA ex¬ 
plains how the three Punic Wars, 
from 246 to 146 BC, involved 
the two superpowers of antiquity 
- Cmthage and Rome - in a con¬ 
flict that spread across the entire 
Mediterranean world. They 
were truly the world wars of the 
third to second centuries BC " 
she asserts. As a result Carthage 

146BC^ by ^ Romans * n 

maSS 11 ^ “ty’ iike the leg- 
wa8 *o rise from 

bec 9 me a shining 
example of Romamsation, undw 
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ns Roman masters the major role 

of Carthage » nd the region was 

eclipsed. It became just a part of 
the Roman Empire. 

Artefacts from Carthage and 
surrounding areas on display at 
the American Museum of Natu¬ 
ral History included amulets 
lamps, pendants, steles, ums. 
vases, boxes, jewellery, coins 
and mosaics - of which Tunisia 
has the world's richest collec¬ 
tion. Influenced by Berber, Pu- 
n,c ' Hellenistic, Roman, Vandal 
and Byzantine civilisations, an¬ 
cient Tunisia was a mosaic of 
peoples, too. 
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Yemen - The last bastion of good taste in building? 


The traditional architec¬ 
ture of Yemen has been 
the lifetime mission of a 
French couple, Maria and 
Pascal Marechaux, who 
have been exhibiting their 
photographs of buildings 
long since demolished or 
altered. 

By Sajid Rizvi 

special to The Star 

LONDON - Can the mainly rural 
setting of Yemen be the Iasi 
stronghold of architects with 
their hearts and minds in the 
right place? The harmony 
achieved between the building 
practices and the natural sur¬ 
roundings of that country have 
been the subject of a lifetime's 
work by a young French couple. 
Maria and Pascal Marechaux. 

The French architect photogia- 
pltcrs ore exhibiting their photo¬ 
graphs of buildings long since 
dernulislied or precariously sur¬ 
viving amidst the march of mod¬ 
ernisation in Yemen at the Ziuna- 
na Gallery in London. But it is in 
their ideas abut die contrasts be¬ 
tween their liomc, Europe, the 
modem world in general and the 
tranquil and remote society of 
Yemen that the true worth of 
ihcir work becomes apparent. 

"Architecture is a witness of 
social links between people," 
Pascal Marcchuux said during a 
conversation. 'Traditional hous¬ 
ing in Yemen was a very impor¬ 
tant link between neighbours, 
where they lived closely with no 
space be tw een houses. Now, eve¬ 
rybody wants a plot of land and 
put in the middle a small house. 

"Each family seems to want 
their own enclosure, and ihcir 
own privacy. In the old city, for 
example, if you bought a bicycle 
for your son, it would be for all 
the children of the street! This is 
of course less and less in evi¬ 
dence." 

Pascal, a bespectacled soft- 
spoken man with a reputation for 
aesthetic detail, and his wife Ma¬ 
ria have been involved with the 
study of Yemen for nearly 15 
years. Their photographic record 
already has resulted in a book, 
entitled "Arabian Moons", and 
the London show is a culmina¬ 
tion of the work recorded in the 
book or carried out afterward. 

It all started when, as 20-ycar- 
olds in Paris, the couple decided 
they wanted to discover tradi- 
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Maria and Pascal Marechaux in London 


Facade of a building in Sanaa, source: Arabian Moons 


lion.'ll architecture outside the 
context of Europe. They Hpplicd 
for and won a scholarship ils pan 
of which they received a car. 
Nearly five months of travel in 
the Middle East followed; 
Yemen came later as the culmi¬ 
nation of that trip. 

"Yemeni architecture is the 
most interesting and perhaps in¬ 
deed the best in the world," said 
Pascal. "As students of art, wc 
fell that the courses (in France) 
were a little bit too historical. It 
seemed important to seek a syn¬ 
thesis and perhaps discover real 
arch iicc lure." 

As young Parisians, they had 
seen pictures of the Yemeni low¬ 
er houses and the mud houses. 
"Wc were struck by their quality, 
the- harmony they reflected be¬ 
tween man and the environ¬ 
ment." Maria, who is also an ar¬ 
chitect, was particularly struck 
by the interiors, the people and 
in particular the women. When 
she arrived in Yemen with her 
husband and began research, she 
discovered that "as a woman I 
could go into the houses more 
freely than Pascal could." This 
opened up whole new vistas of 
discovery for her and a whole 
new range of friendships. 

As young researchers ready to 
rough it out, said Pascal, "we 
just wanted to witness the whole 
process of living. 

"As a couple we have been 
travelling a long time and we 
have tried to adapt - learning Ar¬ 
abic and sharing a way of life. 


The lessons from the architec¬ 
ture which we came across were 
vciy inspiring; the traditional ar¬ 
chitecture of Yemen, for exam¬ 
ple, appeared to us as the greater 
body, or the greater clothes. 
Contrast that with an empty 
shell, where man makes room as 
he Ends it, and you get the pic¬ 
ture." 

He said they found, for exam¬ 
ple, dial the patterns of the deco¬ 
ration on a window often 
matched with the patterns of the 
elevation of houses, clothes or 
die make-up worn by a lady. 
"All that showed a relationship 
between people and their envi¬ 
ronment. You could sec, for ex¬ 
ample, that when a lady pul on 
her veil she was actually carry¬ 
ing a pan of the decoration of 
her home with her." 

The couple believe that mod¬ 
em architecture in the West, the 
subject of attacks by such promi¬ 
nent campaigners as Prince 
Charles, Britain’s future king, 
presents a major problem. 

^ In modem building, he said, 
"the process of building is shared 
between maybe 10 more differ¬ 
ent people. You have people 
who are the experts in the law of 
urban design and planning, the 
people who deal in money mat¬ 
ters, the architect and the 
draughtsman, the contractors and 
the sub-contractors, sometimes a 
chief and often people who come 
from another culture abroad. 
Only after that come the people 
who eventually will live in the 


building or be responsible for 
maintaining it" 

In Yemen, they found that the 
process of building and living 
usually involved only one or 
two people. "In most cases, it is 
the owner who will also have 
done the design, even if it's not 
on paper, and built the house, or 
a mason or builder answerable 
to the head of die family who 
will be living in the house." 

"In western societies, al¬ 
though the process is shared be¬ 
tween so many people, Lhcrc is 
usually little meaningful com¬ 
munication," he said. "The peo¬ 
ple involved have different or 
conflicting values, from the 
builders to those who come to 
inhabit the place. Money is the 
guiding rale." 

In recent years of develop¬ 
ment in Yemen, however, the 
couple had witnessed "a lot of 
destruction" of the traditional 
architecture. "Many of the pho¬ 
tographs which wc have taken 
are now mere records, memo¬ 
ries, because everything is 
changing so fast. Builders arc 
freely using concrete." 

Social pressure for modem 
living had also led to the neglect 
or destruction of traditional ar¬ 
chitecture. As Maria said, "a 
way of life is changing. The 
huge houses are the victims of 
this social change. The sons or 
their wives don't want to live in 
them. They want smaller, newer 


houses outside Sana’a. So, nmy 
of these houses arc empty and in 
disrepair." 

Despite their remarkable work 
on preserving the record of Ye¬ 
meni architecture, the Marc- 
chaux couple admit to having no 
bearing at all on changing gov¬ 
ernment policy towards the ar¬ 
chitecture in North or South 
Yemen. "Wc have no influence, 
although as architects, wc have 
Lricd to design a few buildings 
(in Yemen). 

"Maria has been doing the de¬ 
sign of a museum. I have a hotel 
project on the- Red Sea, but it has 
noL been built. In those projects, 
wc have Lricd to take into ac¬ 
count lessons from traditional ar¬ 
chitecture." 

In recent years, however, the 
cause of die preservation of the 
remaining traditional buildings 
in Yemen has been taken up by 
both governments and the Paris- 
based United Nations Education¬ 
al, Scientific and Cultural Or¬ 
ganisation (UNESCO). 

But neither Maria nor Pascal 
Marechaux have any plans to 
give up Ihcir plans to record ar¬ 
chitecture in the whole of 
Yemen - "so huge with such a 
wide variety." After that, they 
said, they might enlarge their 
Field of interest to seek a better 
understanding of the historical 
links between Yemen and the 
cultures of the Middle Hast as a 
whole. 


Dining out... 


Granada Hotel 

& 

Amigo Nabll Restaurant 

Welcome you to a pleas¬ 
ant stay and sumptuous 
European St Oriental 
meals. 

Located in a quiet yet cen¬ 
tral area. 

1st circle, Jebel Amman, 
TcL638031& 622617 
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La Terrasse 
Restuarant 

Oriental & European 
meals, fresh fish daily 
For reservations, 
M662831,601675. 
Shmeisani, Amman. : 



The drat t bttt 
Chine* Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jsbsf Amman, near 
Ahfiyyah Girts School 

Tafcaaway hamuii 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

.■ ^‘30-Midnight 

~ T§LS3M6M 



Mfredo . 
tfystauront 
Italian. 

Cooking, fresh 
ffome-tnade 
pas^a,, fEjyeCi 
font quality 
meat, large se¬ 
lection of tdines. 

■Mecca Slreel, 
Tel: 021705 
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Amman-Ministry of Finance 
sources have said that total re¬ 
payment of debts for this year 
will amount to JD 89 million of 
which JD 56.9 million arc in¬ 
stallments on loans. Another JD 
32 million are interests on loans. 
The sources said the government 
is committed to settling these 
dues on time and has no inten¬ 
tion of re-scheduling them. 

On Tuesday, Central' Bank 
Governor Dr Mohammad Said 
Nabulsi said that Central Bank's 
foreign currency reserves were 
$380 million. He said in a press 
statement that reserves had 
reached $500 million in Decem¬ 
ber of last year but that figure 

■lmnn.i /1 In Ti. _ ■ . . 


scheduling nego¬ 
tiations success¬ 
fully because re¬ 
payment will 
start soon and 
will deplete the 
foreign currency 
reserves at the 
Central Bank. 

Others consid¬ 
ered the grace pe¬ 
riod as a break 
Jat would ena¬ 
ble Jordan to get 
the vehicle of ec- 
onomic growth 
moving again. 
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8.8%, 13.9% 
and 

18.8% respcc- 
- f’Jfi tiwly. Those 

• *■. s, - x years ac¬ 

counted for 
nearly 67 per 
cent of Jor- 
iffefca dan’s total ex- 

lcma l debts 
un lil 1988. 

'M. 1 . Total con- 

ti ■ . - Jracicd loans 

it , before 1972 

i\. . I amounted to 

|V i| ^202.7 million 

LI4a . 1 '• '"4 and between 

T7 1973 ami 

(f Said Nabulsi 1988 unal 

loans eon- 
„„ . , traded 

reached $11,556.2 million 
bringing the (oial oT conS 

° f 10 
- Developmental loans: Total 

uGVP.lnnm.-minl I.—. 


lie security loans amounted, by 

lion I988 - 10 $139.5 m\l 

- Military loans: Total military 
loans contracted amounted to 

Slls t ^Jr 100 ' of which 
a million was sculed 

which leaves a ncL lending posi¬ 
ts of $3.170.0 million ^ 

. Guarantees: Total guarantees 
signed amounted to 2 , 188.2 mil- 

*S UI ir f lhK ab0UI 

WG.50 million was settled, rep¬ 
resenting a net guarantees lend¬ 
ing position of $1,331.7 million. 

According to the above break- 
d. wn the toiaj „ el 

V." llf ( *8303.8 million isV 
mhuted as follows (figures in 
millions or US dollars). Devel¬ 
opmental S2.710.4 (32 6%V 

Commercial. $952.2 fliWv 
Pubhc security, $139.5 (!.7%)’ 
military, $3,170.0 (38.2%); and 
guarantees, $ 1,331.7 (16.0%). 

o/ss «" Ct ,r niling position 
01 *8,303.8 million can be- brok- 

period^ n inI ° SCVCn consocu livc 

Before 1972, 1973-1976 
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However, the responsibilities 
of servicing the Kingdom's for- 

»» *‘5 continue for at 
iwst the end of this decade. 

A number of Jordanian econo- 
has not 

managed the crisis and the re¬ 


port. - 

By the end of 1988, Jordan's 

SvSon 8p .?, s . ,lion amounted to 
48J03.80 million. Out of this 

pSurc* °ct lending during 1980, 

9S»’ 1984 ' l9 ™' l9 * 7 
1988 represented 10.8%, 7 . 3 %, 


Role of accounting in 
development debated 

* ani S ,“ lus of an inaitulio n 

special to The Star clicator to ho r-nnsiHn, 


ANflvlAN The second Arab In- 

SreSJ te)unIin g Confcr- 
3g^ s here today. Thursday, 

was meeting which 

^*d by 4 o ° rep r Cscnul . 

suditimr e ? din . g accounting and 
^ in® 

Twa?Sr c ?- which opened 
Potronage of 
Prince E H, ? hness Crown 

cum RCgen1, dis_ 

counting ro,e ac ’ 

f0f develnnmA ? an lnstru menl 
^veiopment and decisions 

list^eSr is n ? 1 a mere sla - 
^recording of the financial 


status of an institution but an in¬ 
dicator to be considered by in¬ 
vestors" President of the Arab 
Society for Certified Accoun¬ 
tants (ASCA) Mr Talal Abu 
Ghazalch who chaired the con¬ 
ference told a press conference 
on Monday. 

Describing the event as unique 
and difficult to organise, Mr Abu 
GhazaJeh said it is really hard 
for such a large number of lead¬ 
ing personalities to gather at the 
same time and at (he same 
place." 

The conference was organised 
by the ASCA in co-operation 
with the Arab Thought Forum, 
the Accounting Commission. 
Auditing Profession Council in 
Jordan, and the Society of Jorda¬ 
nian auditors. 
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JEA to save $18 million from 

Jordan-Egypt electricity grid 

AMMAN (STAR)-Jordan will 
save $ 13 million that would 
have been spent on new power 
stations from the electricity grid 
network that will connect the 
Kingdom with Egypt, according 

to Eng. Mohammad Said Arafeh, 

general director of the Jordan 
Electricity Authority (JEA). 

In an-interview with Ad- 
Dustour newspaper this week, 

Mr Arafeh said another $ 5 mil¬ 
lion will be saved in the first 
year of operation from differenc¬ 
es in operation costs of power 
stations in both countries. The 
protect wi|I also save money on 

maintenance and emergency Mohammad Said Arafeh I 
breakdowns. . 

Mir Arafeh said a feasibility operation is part of inter-Arab 
study, is underway to determine complementarity in the field nf 
the possibihty of expanding elec- energy which will includo Arab 
tricity grids to Include ' Syria, Gulf states, 0 

Turkey, Iraq and Saudi Arabia. Mr Arafeh said thaL JEA has 
He expected the financial return successfully developed snaroDaii 
on the project to be in neighbour- industries to overcome tncreSs- • 
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hopdpf9tercefit. , 

' .. . He said' that : j 1 tender docu- 
... merits are; being prepared for die 
: Egypij-Jofoan' grid and. that all v 
, ... except,for.the laying of tijE sea : 

; . cable, wiirbe.executed by: jorda- ‘ 
/ •: niansf Ttie,[m cable, jviu be ,10 ; 
i' ; . JdlQmeters'jon'Im-adepih of 800 1 
. m^iera. Work js expected to fin- •: 
-.. ishby'thaehd of,J993. - 1 i i, • ;v;!: 
:; Jbe Jordaijiari-lEgypti^h 90- : 

■ - : :i i&p&i . ; : ! 
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operation is part of inter-Arab 
complementarity in the field of 

tigiS ?. 1 * tac,udo ^ 

„ Mr Arafeh said that JEA has 
successfully developed sparopart 
industries to overcome Increas¬ 
ing prices of foreign-made ports 
for the'power staltons. JEA di- 
rector estimated the Authority’s 
annual expenses and cost of for¬ 
eign-made sparepajrts to be 
ar ? l u 5 d f _J D j l ° 0 million: He 
caJIcd fijr developing energy- 
^IaN Arab industries and said 

s? 1 Jifwnf? b World !P ends over 


I ? Government has 
decided to re-Iend 4.750 

fKni° n r .u"™ 111 dinars 
L K n D) , or .»'« “>‘al loan of 
, / million granted to 
Jordan by the Kuwaiti 
rund for Economic Devel¬ 
opment to the Jordan 
Phosphate Mines Co. The 
money will be used in fi- 
nuncing parts of the com¬ 
pany s operational pro¬ 
jects. 

• The Government has I 
received a number of up- I 
plications from Arab in- I 
veslors to build tourist | 
projects in the Dead Sea I 
area. Other investors have I 
applied for building i n . I 
dustrmi projects based on | 
Dead Sea sails. J 

• The Cabinet has decid- | 
ed to allow elections to be I 
field to form an eight- I 
member board of direc- I 
°rs of the Jordan Co- I 

i P rI?/ f r e GrgaiilsaJion I 
.ILO) from the represeu- I 
stives of the Jordanian I 
o-operalive organic- 
ions, Elections will take I 
lace for (he first time I 
mce 1967 when the (3ov- I 
rnnient's Economic So- I 
J rity Committee began I 
ppointing members of I 
le^board of directors of | 

Central bank sources I 
ive said that treasury I 
»tes wifi be issued in US 1 
Bars for the first time J 
Jordan and will yield I 
‘urns in the same cur- I 
icy. The notes will be I 
--affable to residents and I 
expatriate Jordanians. I 

• An official report has I 
estimated the annual op- I 
era t ion costs of govern- I 
meat cars and heavy vehl- I 
cles at JD 26 million of I 
which JD 9 million are I 

miro 68 ^ 0 ^ rivers » *H> 4.5 1 
million for fuel and lubri- I 

cants, JD 2.5 mUUon for I 
maintenance, 1.5 million I 
for tires and JD .5 million I 
[or insurance. Capita! cost I 
is estimated at JD 7.5 mil- f 
Bon while the average an- I 
nual operation cost for ( 
each vehicle fa JD 4,000. I 


I RENT J 

S aadi Ito ai Estate 

•S3' 

satanss 

|n West Amman area.' 

„ .CALC 80 HA 

Rental pept. 687821/22 
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Euro-dcposit rates: 




US 

DEM 

STO 

Yen 

SFR 

1 

mo. 

8.1/4 

8. 

15.1/16 

7.68 

8.3/4 

2 

mo. 

8.5/16 

8.1/8 

15.1/8 

7.62 

9.13/16 

3 

mo. 

8.3/8 

8.1/4 

15.1/4 

7.56 

9.15/16 

6 

mo. 

8.9/16 

8. 

15.7/16 

7.68 

9.1/16 

1 

year 

8. 13/16 

9.3/16 

15.9/1 fi 

7.80 

9.1/8 


Interbank rates (Jordan): 

Saving accounts 7%. Call accounts 8%, 1 week 8.325%, 1 
month 8.825%, 2 months 9.0%, 3 months 9.-25%, 1 year 
9.5%. Lending rate (AAA) 12%. 

Dollar: 

DMK SFR STO YEN CAN FFR 
LAST 1.6851/56 1.5082/89 1.5150/60 153.15/25 I.IBI4/X9 S.6995I25 

Source: Amman Bank for Investment. Tel: 642701 



Pricing and sale of tires 


ACCORDING TO decision No. 90 of 1989, issued by ilia Ministry 
of Supply under paragraph B of Article seven of [lie Supply law, ilic 
sale ami {vicing policy of tires is ns follows: 

- Maximum markup is 21.6 per cent. 

* The pricing formula is C&F Aqaba price times 190 i«rccnt. 

■ Agents, imjwicrs amt distributors of tires should take of tlicir in- 
voices the origin, trade mark, measures, number of layers, serial nuin- 
Iwr, unit of price, price |wr unit, quantity, final price per one lire to the 
consumer anil name and address of the buyer. They should declare 
their prices in Jordanian dinar and provide buyer with list of sale - an 
invoice dated and signed - and should keep n copy of this invoice. 

- Invoices of imported tires should declare actual vriues free of any 
commission or profit. 

- Sale shops should keep import invoices in store to enable Ministry 
inspectors in peruse them, nnd should affix the numher of the import 
invoice on the relative storage tag. 

* Inner tubes should be sold along with the tires if the purchase in¬ 
voice in the country of origin states that. 

* Imported tires should declare the lire number, trade mark, country 
of origin, measure and the number of layers. 

- Agents and importers of tires should give distributors appropriate 

discount. 1 

fee. 



• K gJi.?2 , Ste;Ir“S Association (KKTA), C.P.O. Box 1117, Seoul. 
Tlx £24265 KuTRASO. Tel. 771-41. Branches in New York, Washing¬ 
ton, Tokyo, Hongkong and West Germany. 

- Non-profit business services organisation. 

• charge business information, contacts and consultancy. 

- Trade information services include: Business inquiry service, trade pub¬ 
lication and economic information, trade regulation file and statistics re¬ 
search reports and exhibition information. 

• ’ T 1 * 6 ^motion services include: Bilateral trade promotion meetings 
and ttadcriirectory 011 * *" KorCa ’ dislribution of promotional publications 

- Trade services include: trade counselling and assitance for small busi- 
nesses. 


Thb free-of-charge service Js available to local and foreign business- 



Penetrating new markets 


Entering new markets is not as 
easy as it sounds. The require¬ 
ments of one market muy dif¬ 
fer considerably from those of 
(be other. 

Before visiting a potcmial 
export market, the situation 
must be carefully assessed oth¬ 
erwise- the visit may prove to 
be a waste of time and money. 

When the situation in the 
new export market is assessed 
and the results ore found en¬ 
couraging, the exporter should 
then research die market (o 
evaluate his product. The mar¬ 
ket research should cover: de¬ 
sign acceptability, specifica¬ 
tions required. quality 
reliability, price competitive^ 

10 THE STAR. 


ness, market size, tariff and 
other trade restrictions, trade 
contacts, delivery require¬ 
ments, ability to modify pro¬ 
duction, export cost and other 
considerations that might vary 
depending on the importing 
country. 

Once the market research is 
completed, a decision should 
be made to visit the target 
market cither lo sell or to ob¬ 
tain furtlier data. 

The above mentioned points 
should be considered by every 
serious exporter wishing to 
penetrate now markets. 

For furtlier information, 
please contact the Jordan 
Trade Association P.O. Box 
830432, Am man-Jordan, Tel 
685603/4 


Gold 

JD 

1kg 

8,900.000 

21 ct 

7.750 

18 ct 

Eng. pound 

6.650 

8g 

Rashad: 

64.500 

U 

56.250 

24ct(swiss) 

9.750 

Silver 

1kg 

160.000 


iSpil 



Average exefinage rates on 
in fils 

Sunday 18/3/1990 

Buy Sell 

us$ 

670.0 

674.0 

£ 

1084.7 

1091.2 

DM 

394.5 

396.9 

SFr 

443.8 

446.5 

FRF 

116.8 

117.5 

YEN 

(100) 

438.5 

441.2 

DFL 

350.0 

3523 

SKR 

108.6 

1093 

LIT 

(100) 

53.5 

533 

BLF 

(10) 

188.9 

190.0 



Economy Cooking 
AS AN Arab , the Jordanian 
housewife- is used to a tradi¬ 
tional pattern of cooking 
which is passed on from one 
generation to another. This 
pattern is a set of household 
cooking habits which have be¬ 
come traditionally acceptable. 
However, modem living re- 

a uirements and economic con- 
ilions have made certain hab¬ 
its unacceptable. Time- 
consuming cooking is no long¬ 
er feasible. What is more un¬ 
acceptable are certain meals 
which satisfy expensive taste 
habits. 

The Star interviewed five 
housewives who are full-time 
workers and have long-term 
career ambitions. They argued 
that the husband shares half of 
the responsibility for keeping 
such habits alive. They as¬ 
sumed the other half of the re¬ 
sponsibility, because they 
deeply felt that these habits 
were part of a tradition they 
are proud of. They said that 
Jordan s austerity objectives 
do not aim at changing such 
traditions, but it is not fair for 
a working woman to spend 
four hours cooking for a two- 
to-thrcc member family. It is 
unacceptable to cook a meal 
comprising nine expensive in¬ 
gredients of which only one 
ingredient can be considered 
of proper human nutritional 
value. 

Two out of the five working 
housewives preferred to take 
tno change approach very 
slowly. Two of the five housi 
wives totally opposed any 
change m any of their habits, 
Md W ore able to convince a 
third that they were right. The 
ajar lost the round with a 
three-against two vote. 

Economy cooking is never a 
case of austerity vs traditions, 
it a a case of eating proper 
food uxnding:io one’s living 
conditions.; , e 
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• Irbld Governorate, gravel overlays, three tenders in « 

JD15 and JD15,24/3/1990. ’ 

• Ministry of Supply, 15/90, trucking transport, JD 10 2fiiv 

1990. ’ 

• Jordan Sulpho-Chemlcal Co., sale of 3-ton and 2.5-ton fork¬ 
lifts and 26-passenger and 14-passenger buses, 991434/991435* 

• University of Jordan, 9/90, disposable plastic cuds JD ft" 

26/3/1990. ’ 

• Ramtha Municipality, 50,000 trash bags (black, 80 c.m.l. 60 

c.m.w., 47 mlcrone thick, 50 grams, w. 26/3/1990. ’’ 

• Yahya Trading and Services, 699191, personal comouter* 

27/3/1990. p 

• Armed Forces / Air Force - Airport Engineering, HMS/ 
181, overlay (4 c.m. by 13,000 sq. m), JD 10,31/3/1990. 

• Agricultural Credit Corp. specialised electrical Installation 
contractor, JD 2,31/3/1990. 

• Armed Forces/Directorate of Purchases, musical Instru¬ 
ments, 31/3/1990. 

1 Civil Aviation Authority, T 5/90, u-shape florescent lames 
JD 5,31/3/1990. H ’ 

• Civil Consumer Corp., 69/90, manual carpet brooms, 3000- 
5000 pieces, 31/3/1990; 79/90, tea (sticks), 200-250 tons, 31/3/ 
1990. 

• University of Science and Technology, 7/90, laboratory sup¬ 
plies, JD 15,22/4/1990; 8/90, equipment for artesian well, JD 
15, 1/4/1990; 9/90, metal and wood materials to be used as 
sealers, JD 10,1/4/1990; 10/90, wood and metal materials for 
engineering workshops, JD 10,1/4/1990. 

• National Medical Institution, audio-visual preparations and 
air conditioning and cooling for a new building at Princes 
Basina Hospital, JD 10 each, 1/4/1990. 

• Jordanlan-Syrian Land Transport Co., 2/90, insurance of 
vehicles and 3/90 insurance of the company's assets and Im¬ 
ports, JD 5 and JD 20 respectively, 2/4/1990. 

__ 


This service is free-of-charge. To publish your tenders In this corner 
please tear-off this box (do not photocopy) and send with tender, 
auction, public sale, garage sale, bazaar sale, etc., details to: Econo¬ 
my Editor, On-Line, The Star, P.O. Box 9313, Amman-Jordan. 



Arab Electrical Industries Co. 

Location: Amman Industrial Estate / Saliab 
Invested capital: JD 1.5 million 
Number of workers : 80 workers 
Starting production date: 1985 

Type of production: 

The company produces electrical chimes, plugs and switches with an 
annual production of 2.5 million pieces ot all mentioned kinds and ex- 
porjmg about 90 % to Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Sudan, Cypres, 
Malta, Italy and Nigeria. 

Arab Electrical Industries Co. 

P.O. Box: 

Amman Industrial Estate Sahab 
Tel.: 723499 
Tlx.: 23724 

Sahab Industrial High Jjchnol at Amman Industrial 

The school was established in 1984 on an area of 275,00 sq. melt®* °f 
which the building occupies an area of 7500. sq. metres. 

The number of people employed by the school is 45 while 600 stu¬ 
dents attend classes. 

Duration of study is 2 years after the 10th grade. The following m- 

f rs are available: 

cciricily, industrial electronics, general mechanics, car mechanics, 
carpentry, industrial machines, iron smiih, business, soldering, alumi¬ 
num works. upholstery and decor. /. 

At the end of the two years, the students sit for the Tawjihi exam / in* 
dustnal stream. 

The school's location was chosen to be within the industrial estate so 
that students can be close to industrial environment. . 1 
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M.ERisk Control 90 • 

Tim MIDDLE East Risk Contipl 90, an exhibition forfire p^ 
lection, security, safety and civil defence, is scheduled tof ,,** j 
rowemhra 1990 at the Exhibition Ccnire in Bahrain. ■ 


tnentWLL of Bahrain, in association with the Overseas 
Uon Services Ltd, (Member of the Andiy. MrajCgofl^^ 
Ste P hen Key, Arabian Exhibition 
"IJL, P.O. Box; 20200, Manama, Bahrain. ; » u v; 

• show will , specialise in flic protection 'and pfpvflto • ! 
curuy, industrial safety!and yiyil defence. :' i -W 


Several Saudi-BritishS Ten\m?£™ZZ men T 

SPySMSsss fsssras «<. „ pp oved and man y in the offing 

a»i Pmcramme between SnnHi 9° Centre. This S64. __ or L*9 toe investments mn ® 


billion 

programme, which is designed rancement wifh r£ fsct ar ' 
» bring S1.7 billion in UK in- parricSon^r^ U ?~ with 
vesiment to the- Kingdom over and Prau £ Wh?r era lr E,cclnc 
to next 10-15 years, has faced three N< ? 

obstacles ranging from Saudi dons of thl 50 ™ equ ? por_ 
Ante arrears, to a British lack slake in £ EL 


‘fP'am wiih HS ^e ten snap^ 

of Denmark, computer education Z' °"‘°. P ° f lhat Al Yama 


-■ — — —- 

of enthusiasm, to a perceived 
shortage of investment opportu¬ 
nities. But a $3.4 billion cash in¬ 
jection last December by the 
Saudis cleared up the Kingdom's 
Al Yamama related debts and 
the programme is finally making 
some progress. 

January brought the approval 
of two more offset arrangements 
bringing the total offset related 
commitment to four large-scale 
projects, with a combined value 
of $160 million. The deals were 
approved at a London meeting 
of the Snudi-British Joint Offset 
Committee. .British Aerospace 
(BAe), the prime contractor in 
the Al Yamama arms deal, is the 
foreign partner in two projects 
and the Saudi partners lor throe 
of them will be announced this 
spring. 

The Commiuee-approved a Ju- 
bail acrylic products venture, to 
be led by BAe. This project be¬ 
gun as an acrylic sheet produc¬ 
tion plant in collaboration with 
Rosicro International of Switeer- 
wid. The acrylic would initially 
be used in sanitary ware, but lat¬ 
er would be pul to use in other 
areas, such as furniture and boat 
manufacturing. 

In addition, the. UK's Fryma 
Fabrics will be the foreign part¬ 
ner in a downstream polyethy¬ 
lene yam facility. Hyy 
Tnc first two deal under the Al 
umbrella were ap- 

UlOVe/1 111 lAnA _ ‘ 


lions of the 50 pTr ceS fXn S* “ BAe hi 

™. toe project. Saudi inti-- thc Sn h BA u- ^icmaiional in 
ests which make up the rcimin c C ^ in .| dom [h is spring, a liai- 
*"g 50|Mrcent ofS, c cS i “> oversee®'Saudi- 

J ude: Saudia (25 per cent) n h [ fscl acUv uics. 

Per tent), But other UK companies are 


B^ing Industrial TcSo.ogy V BrtfiSTSJE 

Group (BITG) of the US and Us Saud ml? 1 vcnlu . res with equal 
Saudi partners. BAe has applied . P ^ 1Crs ,n oihor words, 
Jo establish BAe International in S, ? nillcs wor,h twice tliat 

the kingdom this snrinp a kJ? 1 a ™ unl must be found. 




ia 



Industrialisation Co 
(NIC) (10 per cent) and Saudi 
Advanced Industries Co. (SAIC) 
(5 per ccnt)> 

The Commiuee is still consid¬ 
ering whether to allow BAc lo 
join a proposed privaie sector 
aluminum smelter project at 
Yanbu. 

UK interest in the programme 

■e rmf In _■_ *■ . . . 


Proved in November 1980 r a, •*. UK Il ? tc ^ e . sl jn toe programme 
•ill build BriUsh AerosDsceavtf “ " 0t lackin S' bul ^ BriUsh 
*■ ^-lech, an IS S ™ uld . **. * » 


Hirxn k: t. avi- 

»» togh-tcch.an $S4.6-million 

StkhJif 8 ' 10 ma ‘ nl enance 
Piani, with DowLy Roto. 

doa ,' ackn ™‘- 
Rolls-Royce of the UK's 


- -~ -- **nv I AJ JV.V 

more non-BAc participation and 
proposals. Of Lhe eight formal 
proposals submitted by mid- 


beginning to show interest in the 
offset programme. Between Fcb- 
ruary 16 and 21, a 15-member 
UK. delegation visited the king¬ 
dom. The visit was attended by 
Peter Ford, commercial counse¬ 
lor at the UK embassy, and Nig¬ 
el Reeder, the Riyadh represen¬ 
tative at the British offset office 
Participants included ICI, Piling- 
ton, GKN, STC, British Gas and 
BAc. The delegation visited Jed- 
da, Asir, Jubail and Riyadh. 

According to the Jcdda Cham- 

hp.r nf PnnimaHiA I_I_ 
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I unisia liberalises its economy 

By John Haldane 220 per cent. Tunisian official: 


“ I ne Al Yamama deal oricinat- 

l‘- CCJ m July, 1985. os a S6.5 b®i]"o n 
‘“"■■raft purchase. At that time 
toe British agreed to encourage 
investment in the 
“ “—• Kingdom, but al- 

though the Saudis 
pushed for an off- 
scl deal, notliing 
materialised. 

“y I9H8, Hie 
UK acqtiie.scctl to 
mi oflsct agree- 

H purehiLse^ cx|ximl- 

anxious to" show 

I/ 1 -? .' ls c,xt J- ,ns 'vc 

live eamoinic 
i iKMiefil.s. The 
; Kingdom agreed 
V ■■■ fci* ... ki juireJiaw a total 
of billion in 
uk ' 1 tufing 

mi cv.*, , 0>i "- 
^ C -S over 
.. n i . .. - 00 oilier aircraft 

• nd liclieopters, ntinehiiliters 
wi.ipnns and training facilities 

Tl^ l \k 6 - a fl,II ' sca,c air b:t.sc. 

The UK in mm, agreed to offset 1 

v- uf 11,0 technical con- 1 
ft-nt or Al ^ amania through joint I 
investment in Saudi ventures « 
over the next 10-15 years. The c 
two Defence Ministries set up « 
guidehnes for British firms to s 
seek Saudi ventures. 

f JiSJ Al Vam ania ileal commit- a 
tLd toe two countries to support tr 
new ventures which would: In- oi 
volvc a transfer of technology; th 
enhance Saudi Ar^Kinv 


proposals submitted by mid- ber of Commerce andlndusuy’ XTS hiC r h T ld: 

s&sSSS 3 ® 

ies its economy 

pSK 3525 £S!l r portsor 


Big eXDOrtH nf * tUUCa r W nS ' 

Soods °(. manufactured 
^Ports , 0 q ^- h i^ her Iev els of 

NSjWy' ^ im- 


Yamama toward its ambitious JsjgK 

investment target. Apparently, 

until now UK companies have 

been wary both of the Saudi bu- 

reaucracy and the Saudi method i: 

Af Hninir KncinAcc mkifik 'J .; 


% John Haldane 220 per cent. Tunisian officials 

Tut _ „ plan to reduce the maximum nip intervals, with the mutual goal o 

c ™^IAN government Further to 25 per cent by 1991. awakenijl g toe British to variou: 

libcraiSSi 10 P US ^ an economic Tunisia is in the final phase of opportunities for mvestmen 

siJS - on Programme de- negotiations for full membership while demonstraung to the Saud 
^^1° increase toe role of cc- m toe GATT. that toe UK is committed to aid 

tlieni,niii nce ?Hy es 011(1 reduce The Tunisian economy now is mg Saudi Arabian development 
contm J r 0f dlrect government moving toward a modem, open These visits may help push Al 
beta iria P 01 * regulations have s y stem with a more prominent Yamama toward its ambitious 

onomir c ? nsi derably as ec- rolc ^^gned to the private sec- investment target. Apparently, 

ins fueled by ris- tor ftnd less interference by gov- until now UK companies have 

goods !3 °?. manufactured ?J[5 cnt agencies. The slow but been wary both of toe Saudi bu- 

tmports irfi 1 ?- ^her levels of pnvausation of many reaucracy and the Saudi method 

P°d of mi mdustry. The im- s ^ e f^ms is continuing, as toe 0 f doing business - which in- 
semi- vol4 g «Mng « 

Subsequently the imDor" kin{i of productive investment toe 

Ifs of goods iDse’26 ner necessary to cope with oiie of Kingdom: numerous times, and 

$3.8 bilii 0n last toe country's major economic 00 enormous amount of pa- 

H to a 9 per cent Problems - chronic unemploy- • rienqe.. .Once a project is pro- 

E0 tornVke.r^K re f se m menL F posed, both Defence Ministries 

2* l han 15^1. rj lU, Major goals for 1990 are eon-. as well'.as toe joint Saudi British 

Ejection nowmaw ■ r solidation of toe improvement in Offset Committee must approve 
p ail the material anH Z !^' toe balance of payments ; and . it. Ideally, toe process should 

^tocyrequi* 8 6 equip ' higher levels of investment. In- ..take no'[more than six- weeks. 

Don H ^ c ess Of Tun kin's «' ex F i ? 9 ff 9°d products. But .in practice the bureaucracy 

Sl rt dnve k '“ n J Sl0 s ex- texules and mechanical and elec- , i s cumbersome and onlv toe 


na- Al Yamama followed ihc Feh- 

2* Z7’ '. 9 “v Pcace Shi «W JS- 

h, H lhe US ' s Boeing Co. 
in The difference is that investment 

S' w f limited to aircraft- 

tai fn[ a ^. Lcchn , oJog y. but went » 
far as to include any joint ven- 

lure - including Saudi invest- 

on Se , ShtM UK - ,,l ~ t 'toc 
'c, Kj'J 1 Programme stipu- 
la Lud LhdL 35 per cent of the con- 

ic ^ in Saudi-based aviation 
il- nia ,n tcnaiicc-oncntcd compa- 
is nics, or in electronics manufac- 
f- p^J^hiotcchnology or medical 

fi From the ouLsci, the UK offset 
c Programme ran into snags. The 
u urmsh government offered no 

- "k^mivc* to its companies to in- 
s vest in the Kingdom. In contrast. 

- Saudii Arabia offered its usual ar- 

’ ^ ° in fl Io:ms lroni SaNdi *n- 

: i «cn i:i Dcvc, °pnicnt Fund of up 

. . per cent of cost, corporate 

lux exemptions of up to in rvr 

: Sl“ ilr -“" l l"® «> ™. 

:,mI l,,w tt,a 

This year, other steps are being 
‘ ,kcn !°8vt Al Yiiinama olf the 
ground. A number of moilifka- 
iions were recently suggested hv 
tot Saudis at a January meeting 
Saudi and British business- 
nwn J«Wsi. First, the invest- 
uitfiu tlirexluiUl should lie low- 
ered m order to at trail medium 
Ji/ed entrepreneurs who emi af- 
ord ventures of around S3 mi]. 

;° n S5 1,111 Bon. Also, Ihc lead 
tone between proposal and nn- 
proval of projects must be short- 

u ? us . incss nicn suggest- 
ed that banks m both toe UK and 
m Saudi Arabia step | n an 
stream me the approval process. 

aid°Uio s H USh Sidc ' 10 funhcr 
aid the Saudis more of die con- 

oTl^V 0 P a id in Saudi crudt: 
f . ' r V’ e Kingdom now supplies 

a 400 -°00 barrels per 

day Cb/d) - double the ofl su ^[ 
piled before Al Yamama. The 
two countries are now consider¬ 
ing increasing supplies by 25 uer 

cent, to 500,000 b/d. ^ 





B L0 a 1 com- 

cen( increase in 

d1 «b ihan Ti^S- which ? x P° rl 
Production ii. 1 ** rent of their 
PtWallSl!?^ W freeiy im- 

"rlL^reS 1 ® and equip ' 

J* SUCf-Mo -n. . . . 





Rn-oricZT f r cent . while ex- • Toufkm was, up 50 per'cem last. • ■ wy*™™ WWm 

S^Pftr cctu expanded '.year,; 1 primarily,;diie to the mpre' portage of ijrcst- 

Sons of ‘ r F U ‘f ? ms Griffs on than: v onetoitoOErLiDyans i.wnni^af opppdunines, m toe;Kihg- 
Hi mlSB*: goods have ' visifed^ Tunisiff. TM&r ife^especftllx ,WJih jhe -Pe^W 

euiiM..: ^siaernhkr .u. * -t ;.nnchih'o Snleld programme also jn : efftct, 

■ Al VomaVna mov Tv»- 







































Coming of age 

THE CLOSED session of the Lower House of Parliament which took 
place on Tuesday and was dedicated to discussing a report on financial 
and administrative corruption in public institutions, is a landmark in the 
role and function of the elected deputies in this country. The sensitivily 
of the issue necessitated a secret session, but Jordanians from all walks 
of life will monitor the developments of this extremely important subject 
with great interest. 

The session also marked a positive evolution in the relation between 
the legislative and the executive bodies, since one of the highlights of the 
return to democratic system of government in Jordan has been the rein¬ 
statement of an effective elected body to act as a watchdog over public 
establishments. While corruption and mismanagement was mostly an iso¬ 
lated occurrence in previous Jordanian governments and not a rampant 
phenomenon, the need for an independent body to check illegal and un¬ 
ethical actions of government officials is a legitimate one in any modem 
state. 

What needs to be addressed at this stage arc the causes behind previous 
crimes against public Interest. The Lower House, in co-opcraiion with 
the government, should work out a system of checks and balances to pre¬ 
vent future misuse of public funds or abuse of official positions. The 
damage rendered by past irresponsible officials was heavy compared 
with tlie Kingdom's limited means and spcciul economic situation. The 
present economic crisis is partly due to cases of mismanagement, corrup¬ 
tion and irresponsible actions on the part of senior government officials. 

For the democratic process to be complete, the judicial body must func¬ 
tion independently to determine the innocence or guilt of officials in¬ 
volved. This too will be watched by Jordanians with great interest since 
the main demand by Jordan electorates in last November elections was 
that cases of corruption be investigated by the House and culprits be 
brought to justice. 

Still one must not forget the purpose behind the democratic process. 
For it to work efficiently and successfully, democracy must be allowed to 
function in a proper manner. The current investigations into corruption 
must not be allowed to be turned into a witch hum, which may have neg¬ 
ative impacts on die country's social structure. The three estates must be 
allowed to work freely and independently each in its own domain to 
bring justice and establish a system of government that is both efficient 
and responsible. 

In the few months since democracy was restored to the country, Jorda¬ 
nians have been adapting to a new way of life characterised by openness, 
freedom of press and expression and a gradual end to martial laws. Like 
any new process, democracy has had its ups and downs. People are learn¬ 
ing to cope with the demands as well as the fruits of democratic system 
of government. The lower House is but one party, albeit an essential one 
of democratic institutions. 

Now that the wheels of justice are beginning to move, other bodies that 
make up the democratic system must be allowed to function and com¬ 
plete their job. 

As the attorney general begins to investigate the nine cases of corrup¬ 
tion which have been referred to him by the Lower House, our attention 
will focus on the process of legal pursuit. Democracy in Jordan is com¬ 
ing of age and it is at this vital stage that our support and attention are re¬ 
quired. 
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To the Editor, 


Group effort 


I Ljp the view expressed by Ms Mariam Abu Rish (The Star 15 March) on the role nf 

S . dlin * country's economic issues. She had a strong point and 
put forward an effective argument in relation to her interest as a concerned cK ™ 
However, she presented a one-sided argument How she views her role in making a 

“ y “■ 1 befieve - more “ rio “ s 5-1M bMi 

? ?° 1° ubt ? ial b concerned about the country's future and that she made 
at . ld { ess . ,l, 8 the M veiy" group responsible for each message Nev- 

on!!,* l " vuod 10 join L effom 

A journalist, 
Amman. 





Jalal Rifai 
Ad-Dustour 


Should US aid to Israel shrink? 



The following article by Thomas 
Stauffer appeared in The Christian 
Science Monitor , 20, March issue. 

GIVING AID to Israel has suddenly be¬ 
come an unexpectedly hot topic in Wash¬ 
ington. "A taboo is being tackled,” in the 
words of The Defence and Foreign Policy 
Journal. 

The question, first raised by Sen. Robert 
Dole (R) of Kansas in January, is espe¬ 
cially dangerous for Israel, because he 
asks noi whether” but, instead, "how 
much?" This issue is dangerous because 
Israel is conspicuously and uniquely 
blessed with United States aid - the total 
for Israel is well over $4,000 million per 
yew, from all sources, plus at least anoth¬ 
er $2,500 million in trade privileges. 

Actual totals may be higher still be¬ 
cause much aid is negotiated outside of 
annual foreign aid appropriations. No re¬ 
cent overview is available. 

Aid to Israel is double "high-profile." 
Israel is by far the wealthiest recipient of 
US aid and it gets by far the most. This 
imbalance was described as "unfair, ineq¬ 
uitable, and indefensible" in a circular let¬ 
ter from Rep. George Crockett Jr., a mem¬ 
ber of the congressional black caucus, and 
nine House colleagues. 

They noted that every Israeli gets $700 
per head, while every African would re¬ 
ceive just a little more than one dollar" 
Seven hundred times more for Israeli 
Jews than for African blacks. They called 
tor a major re-assessment of our foreign 
aid programmes.” a 

Among the large beneficiaries of US 
aid, Egypt comes in a far distant second 
with barley $40 per head. Even the pro- 
posed air to Poland would still be less 

u , V 1 head " ono twenty-eighth of 
what Israel now gets just from US official 

getthe S ie^ niC ^ y ’ 1X301681 counlries 

k2!?. new challen 8 e to Israel's special 
benefits comes from diverse sources. 
Senators Dole and Robert Byrd (D) of 
West Virginia, are concerned with budget 
constraints. Liberals focus on HR 
growing record of human rights abuses 
especially since the Intifada, the Palestini- 
anuprismg that began in December 1987. 
Conservatives boggle at supporting the Is¬ 
rael! welfare state. "The US taxDaver k 
subsiding the government of Israe?, which 
in turn uses the money to subsidise its 

tivcihSik mn? Ver Inslitul * on ' a conserva- 


Pohsh-Amencan Congress, described the 
billions for Israel as incomprehensible" 
in a letter to Senator Dole urging aid for 
the "new democracies" of Eastern Europe. 

Adding to Israel's woes, the traditional 
rationale for US aid - the need to counter 
the Soviets in the Middle East - is less 
credible with the winding down of the 
cold war. 

However, congressional support is still 
formidable. Seventy-three senators op¬ 
posed any cut for Israel, in spite of the 
noted imbalance. Indeed, there still is mo¬ 
mentum for an increase in US aid. In a tel¬ 
ephone interview, an official of the Amer- 
ican-Israeli Public Affairs Committee 
(AIPAC), Israel's lobby in Washington, 
said an increase is justified even if pro¬ 
grammes for Americans themselves must 
be cut back. 

Sen. Dan Inouyc (D) of Hawaii has sug¬ 
gested adding another $1,000 million to 
Israel's benefits, while the Israeli govern¬ 
ment has submitted a demand for $400 
million more in the form of "loan guaran¬ 
tees," the financial equivalent of grants 
since Israel cannot now service its debt. 

Official Aid to Israel is already $3,000 
million, to which AIPAC reckons another 
600-plus million in off-budget items, in¬ 
cluding the requirement that the US buy 
30 cents-worth of goods from Israeli 
weapons manufacturers for every one dol¬ 
lar that we give in military aid. Unofficial 
aid is also important. Jewish organisations 
here raised almost another $1,000 million 
each year in sales of low-interest Israel 
bonds or tax-deductible contributions to 
the United Jewish Appeal, etc. Israel's 
vulnerability on the aid issue is acute. It is 
* hooked"on US welfare because even af¬ 
ter 40 years of unremitting aid, its econo¬ 
my remains uncompetitive and requires 
ever more US money. 

Senator Dole opened a veritable pando¬ 
ra's box. Budget watchers challenged the 
millions for Israel, given the deficit. Mih' 
taiy strategists challenge the need to right 
wing challenges financing Israel's welfare 
slate. ComDerins ethnic croups in the US 


"inequitable" distribution of aid benefit 
as such. ' 

. Today "more for Israel" means "less for 
everyone else.” AIPAC justifies that argu¬ 
ment because it points out that Israels 
needs are great-However,today more fljjj 
more "needs" are emerging, compels 
for scarce US funds. Israel for the IBS 
time risks losing its lion's share of US 
money. 

Thomas Stauffer Is adjunct 

sor at Georgetown University *p 

Washington. 
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Opinion 


Exports. A matter of life or death 


By Riad Al Khouri Kp pn . .. 

Seenm,hi5 roug , h •bp partnership 
I STRONGLY believe that Jordan's which can P lv Lrhif d ^ P I? valc sccl0rs * 
present economic problems cannot be er regulator^ f£m ^ * rou 8 h a Prop¬ 
ped without a comprehensive look cenfives n^/^ Cwork that * ves Sl¬ 
at factors affecting exports. ti vcs forhL?^ we P rov,de incen- 

Jordan's potential export capacity exmteuv?iSf nen 10 g0 imo 
appears to be high but while under- transfer exSrfi^2? erne S t !- wWch wili 
utilised capital, human and natural re- Incemive^ran EL® 1 .® 11 firms? 
sources all point to the country's abil- increase P lven . for ex P°rt 

ity to produce and export more, non- for the rwvLu? 8 * ° f audited figures 

traditional exports remain weak. Is- third Dartv ex^rt^^’ P artlCuJari y for 

riel, for example, is successfully de- - P y export ' 

2. Simnliruini, __ 


i(lb 11 --_ 

veloping such exports as flowers, ex- 
oiic fruits and vegetables, and health 
products in a clear move away from 
traditional products. There is an ur¬ 
gent and cntical need to increase Jor¬ 
dan's exports in the context of the 
overall balance of payments. Correct- 

l,i nr AthnninDB _,■ 


2. Simplifying procedures 

Previous studies (as well as my re¬ 
search) indicate that the paperwork in- 
811 ex P° rt Cerise 
2L „ d doc “ is needlessly 
time-consuming. The emphasis should 



UTVIKU --— r ^ W ,iv.C|- 

ly or otherwise, government policy, be"facTiVtariw' 1 tLw Vu“ p “ 0010 ai,uulu 

legislation, and regulations are not CoiBideration rcgulal ? ry - 

scat as supporting exports sufficient- ishin . “ ™ * 8 lven 10 “M- 

---- isning export licenses. Other-’ 


scSTas supporting exports sufficient- * g ‘ Ven 10 abp1 ' 

ly (and are even seen by some as dis- SnJng export Ucenscs - Other-' 

couraging). It is likely that one of the 
key elements missing in the picture is 
the appropriate policy and institution- 

Is it true to say that Jordan does not 
have a coherent, long-term policy 
concerning exports? The existence 
of such a policy would assure emi- 

^migc eSg o^to’Slj^ige 

ij^Ff^fcrtsive research four areas 

n ldenti fied where there may wise > we can of simplifying the 

1 d? j ’ These arc: procedure by instituting a "one-step 

Providing export support ser- window" for exports. 

2 ■ Other procedures could also be con- 

procedures and pa- sidered for simplification or abolition. 
cen«f h i°r obtaining export H- 7116 P rcsent system was put in place 

3 p f Ln Similar documents. when exports were smaller, less varied 

darrfc j shin I appropriate stan- and less important m economic tenns. 

4 Tn? 110 s P ec " I cations, and The rapidly evolving present situation 

■ improving marketing. requires new ways of thinking and ac- 

1 o don - 

W m c„L S n H viees for small, 

fr Ms mj non-exporting 3 . Standards and speclfica « ions 

obvious and immrtant The basis for current Jordanian stan- 
X* ** government coSd Z- dards “ d speciflcations may not be 
Anns is a policy which is appropriate to changing tastes and in- 
to be encouraging comes for local and export production, 

^cxpoits and wMch^iWWcpc^f 1 How 00111(1 government regulations on 
AndKaSrt the Standards and specificadons be adjust- 

J* w hateoSdheto 'JSSSL nf‘ ed ^simplifyprocedures and provide 
specific level JawfinH*’ 0l ? a S reate reconomy and flexibility topro- 
'J Qns could be mtmH.S and rc ®H la : ducers. arid, exporters? Whp should be 

{P e ncoura Ke thP ? r ^rt ended responsible for obtaining and transmit*! 

“POfcs to heln cm!ii nce 5 of ex P° rt ting'To; Jordariian exporters the foreign. 

pning fimu; p® 811 311(1 ne wly ex- ■ > regulaiions.'^ced^ standards 
Ms could kT exam P le * Jordanian aiS‘ specifications?, Informally, aid*-, 
^■ ved in pytv^l 1116 dl rectly ih- : |iegulad6ns dan be better njpblied;t6^ 
''.^s were J houses if current jmproVe the qdality 6f Jordanian e'xr/ 

, Succe«..^Sed- ' 0 - - -••'ppr^,i : Gan 

Airies anejv n ? wl y fodiistrialised ;. cope with a sifoatTon’ Wh^ej^riorts • 

ih-, . INIS) .e ■ .:-;,should ; be ericqurpged? 

: £wyj srioi4dthri 




I .. -f. _ ... 

Airies flSfiiWy industrialised 

Port-led ecLr/ 1S based on; an ex- 

emerging, nushas 
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a^usted to provide support to export- 

4. Marketing 

In general, and on a 
higher level, Jordan 
has a good im- 
age intema- 
tionally. 
Specificall 
y, howev- 
m er ma ny 
;t ‘ - of lhc 

jK country's 
exports 
or prod- 
ucls are 
ll|pp^ not well 
known or arc 
\ • not respected. How 

can existing govem- 
/ mcn l regulations be 

changed to provide inccn- 
. . t,vcs or other supports for mar¬ 
keting activities? For example, the 
tax-deduction for various expenses in¬ 
curred by exporters outside the coun- 
tiy m this and similar fields arc often 
disallowed. Laws in Jordan can begin 
to encourage marketing consulting 
services for exports if the taxman 
agrees. 

' Jordan has a fine network of embas- 
H sres and consulates in a large 
, number of areas. This can be 
P u( to use to help the private 
- sector. What are the changes 

Vgffp needed in policies, laws and 
regulations for foreign trade 
• "officers" to be installed in 
key foreign cities to help Jordan ex- 

S >rts? Market information is crucial 
dw can government help encourage 
its provision? Expoitpromotion funds 
are used in many NICs to help finance 
marketing services. Can this be done 
m Jordan? Probably, if foreign aid do¬ 
nors decide to make the best use of the 
limited fends they are now offering 
us. 

I have focused on these four points 
because I feel that they are in areas 
where short-term change is possible 
and necessary. It may be that other 
changes are needed in the policy and 
regulatory framework. In any case, we 
want change in the short-run as a first 
step towards long-term adjustment in 
trade and production. Without change, 
we are going to get into more trouble. 
Samih Darwazah, chairman of the Jor¬ 
dan Trade Association and a success¬ 
ful exporter himself put it well when 
he told me that "exports are a matter 
, of. life or death for Jordan or any com- 
p'any;.-working In the coiintiy." And ; 

: \vjthpiut. this feeling Of urgency, no 
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without, this feeling Of urgency, no 
. change will bepossible.... 

■ Riad Al Khouri is an econornic con- 
; sultant and 'director pjf Middle East 
■Business Associates. Amman, arid ’ 
; Associated Middle ; Rast Consultant, 
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Stalemate 


A STALEMATE in the Middle East I 
peace efforts is most likely to result I 
from the fall of Israeli Prime Minis- I 
^Titzhak Shamir's government. j 
Shamir is now heading a irons i- I 
lional government unable to take 
important decisions. The transition¬ 
al penod may last for several 
months during which rival parties I 
compete to form a minority cabinet. 1 
The protracted period will give Sha> [ 
imr the opportunity to avoid any I 
step which could advance the peace I 
process. He will be in no position to I 
give US Secretary of State James I 
Baker any response to his proposals | 
for a Palcstinian-Israeli dialogue. 

The chances of Labour Party lead- I 
cr Shcmon Peres to form a narrow I 
govemment are said to have sub¬ 
stantially improved, but even the I 
small parties he plans to bring into I 
his projected government differ I 
with Lal>our over the peace process. I 
Pores may be willing to give Bak- I 
or positive answers to his proposals, I 
but still he will be captive to the I 
votes of the small parties with 
whom he would form his coalition I 
cabinet. He may find it extremely I 
difficult to rake- decisive decisions I 
on questions of crucial importance I 
such as a Palcstinian-Israeli dia- I 
logue with the participation of a del- I 
egation endorsed by the Palestine I 
Liberation Organisation (PLO). I 
Moreover, the Labour Party’s I 
stand towards East Jerusalem and I 
the question of an independent Pal- I 
estinian state is an obstacle to a fi- I 
nal settlement. Like Likud, the La- I 
bour Party considers the whole of [ 
Jerusalem the "eternal capital of Is- I 
reel" and opposes the establishment 
of an independent Palestinian state. 

No Palestinian will venture to con- I 
cede East Jerusalem under any set- I 
dement as an inseparable pan of Is- I 
rael. The city was occupied by I 
military force in the 1967 war and I 
whatever applies to the occupied I 
territories applies to it. I 

If, on the other hand, Shamir sue- I 
ceeds in forming a new govemment I 
in coalition witli the extremist relig- I 
ious parties, the situation will wore- I 
en even further. 

Early general elections might in 
the end be held to determine Israel's 
■next leadership. With the Israelis 
iwming increasingly towards the 
right, Likud is more favourite to 
win the elections, bringing the sifoa- 
tipn back to the same old vicious 
circle. : - . 

.. T* 131 why a prolonged stalemate 
seems looming in the offing, unless 
the United States' forcibly inter¬ 
venes and, exercises - the kind of 
pressure that would prompt Israel to 
negotiate peace on the basis of UN : 

. Security Otiuhcii : A 

: ,gieai deal wilt; In the; qhd depend on • 
how for the Bush administraticBi Is.-. 

■ serious in its . endeavour to bring■ 

; about pe^ ip this traubldd fegipri. , - ; 

■' ■ . ; 
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In defence of Palestinian rights 


By Felicia Langer 

A NEW era commenced on De¬ 
cember 8,1987, which is consid¬ 
ered the beginning of the popu¬ 
lar Palestinian rebellion called 
the the Intifada. In a way similar 
to ancient Greece, where times 
were marked from one Olympi¬ 
ad to another, the Palestinians 
and we in Israel have begun to 
mark time from the beginning or 
the Intifada - a land-mark of ut¬ 
most importance, the uprising 
against years of repressive rule. 

Much has been written about 
the Intifada, whose Arabic name 
has become common in ull lan¬ 
guages ami is frequently used 
even by its worst enemies. The 
tales of the heroic Palestinian 
children, whom I have accompa¬ 
nied on their Via Dolorosa for 
many years, generation after 
generation, arc passed from per¬ 
son in person and amuse much 
admiration. Even those who l:i- 
Iniur to destroy the Intifada arc 
forced to admit that they did not 
imagine the Palestinian people 
ea|table of such courage, sueh in¬ 
genuity, or such steadfastness in 
the face of all the means and 
methods used against them. 

Ilic Iniilndn o|x:ncd the eyes 
of many in Israel and became a 
major catalyst tor peace, lis po¬ 
litical message, so lueid from die 
very beginning, develop'd body 
and fonu through die PNC’s dec¬ 
laration of an independent Pales¬ 
tinian state in the occupied terri¬ 
tories and the right of Israel to 
exist and a hand outstretched for 
peace - which has become so re¬ 
alistic and obtainable. 

The Intifada has gained admi¬ 
ration for its astonishing balance 
of glory and political achieve¬ 
ment - the result of unity within 
the ranks and the PLO's clever 
and responsible policy. What is 
really chilling is the terrible 
price that the defenseless civilian 
Palestinian population has been 
forced to pay through those 
killed and wounded by the IDF 
and the settlers who, since the 
beginning of the Intifada, have 
been trying to drown it in blood. 

Even those who kept silent in 
Israel, and by doing so condoned 
the occupation for years, have 
now raised their voices in protest 
against the crimes being perpe¬ 
trated in the territories by the oc¬ 
cupation authorities. Shocking 
photographs of the wounded, the 
disabled and the bereaved have 
appeared in the press, yet they 
provide no more than a glimpse 
of what occurs daily in the terri¬ 
tories photographs unfortunate¬ 
ly cannot convey Hie depths of 
the population's suffering, as it 
accumulates from one day to the 
next. 

Getting accustomed 

lo the daily death toll 

Indeed, something has come 
about which many conscientious 
people in our connin' have 
fen red: ’Ihe daily toll of repres¬ 
sion is now being tallied at one 
or two deaths and dozens of 
wounded each day. The. Israeli 
public will gel accustomed to 
this, and so will international 
public opinion, despite the seam 
information resulting from die 
frequent closure to journalists of 
the territories. 

Casualty reports no longer np- 
l*sr on the front pages of news¬ 
papers. The killed and wounded 
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Palestinians have become name¬ 
less and faceless victims. The 
atrocities have become routine 
events. 

As of November 1989, the Is¬ 
raeli suppression of the Intifada 
had claimed 735 lives and an es¬ 
timated 80,000 wounded, includ¬ 
ing women and children. Am¬ 
nesty International, in its 
January 1990 report, slated it 
"feared the Israeli government 
had effectively condoned and 
even encouraged" the killing of 
Palestinians by Israeli forces. 

The hospitals arc full of people 
injured by plastic bullets or beat¬ 
ings. Tin; prisons and prison 
camps arc 
crammed 
with thou¬ 
sands of de¬ 
tainees: Dur¬ 
ing the two 
years of the 
Intifada, 

55,000 Pales¬ 
tinians have 
been arrest¬ 
ed, 8.500 of 
them impris¬ 
oned without 
charge under 
"adminisirati 
vc deten¬ 
tion": today 
about 14,237 
remain in 
prison, 

among them 
about 2.000 
admin isuativ 
c detainees. 

The num- „ 
ber of Pales- Suppressing the 
tinians disa¬ 
bled by bullets and beatings is 
legion. Thousands of teenagers 
are being denied an education 
becuu.sc- of school closures. 
Thousands more have been left 
helpless by die military govern¬ 
ment's closure of all charity in¬ 
stitutions. Dozens have been ex¬ 
pelled. Many families have been 
left without a roof over their 
heads as hundreds of homes 
have been demolished. 77,698 
trees have been uprooted, and 
farmers have been prevented 
from working their land and 
front harvesting and marketing 
their crops. 

The tens of thousands of Pales¬ 
tinians left disabled by such vio¬ 
lence, including children, should 
cause horror. These people will 
populate the villages and refugee 
camps, and yet there is almost 
no means to rehabilitate them, 
especially now with the destruc¬ 
tion of the collapsing health sys¬ 
tem. 

Many complaints have been 
piling up in my office since the 
beginning of the Intifada - in¬ 
cluding the actions of the Border 
Police in Balata refugee camp, 
the breaking of bones in Nablus 
mid elsewhere, the severe injur¬ 
ing of Gaza residents, und those 
who have been killed in prison 
or executed by the death squads. 
"Hie official investigation of 


in all its vilencss. were heard 
during the trial of the Givati sol¬ 
diers accused of beating to death 
Honi El Shami, a peaceful resi¬ 
dent of Gaza. 

This is only the tip of the ice¬ 
berg, nothing more. But we 
should forever engrave upon our 
memories how they beat him to 
dispel boredom, how they beat a 
man groaning and dying because 
it made them angry, how they 
beat a man for fun. And die doc¬ 
tor did not offer him help and no 
one reported it because, after all, 
Shami was only an Arab. It's not 
surprising that the doctor ne¬ 
glected his duty; others have 
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done the same-. I have other se¬ 
vere eases which testify to the 
moral decay among the medical 
profession - purported lo be the 
most humane - in the service of 
repression in the territories. 


and the status of prisoners of 
war, the commission took an 
unprecedented step by drawing 
up a convention devoted solely 
to the protection of the human 
rights of civilian populations in 
occupied territories. This con¬ 
vention, known as the Fourth 
Geneva Convention, was accept¬ 
ed and ratified by almost all 
members of the United Nations, 
including the State of Israel, on 
April 10,1951. 

"The purpose of the conven¬ 
tion is to ensure- human dignity 
and the dignity of human exis¬ 
tence - out of the range of viola¬ 
tion." 

The Uni¬ 
versal Dec¬ 
laration of 
Human 
Rights, 
adopted by 
the United 
Nations on 
December 
10, 1948, 
is another 
intemation 
al conven¬ 
tion of su¬ 
preme im¬ 
portance. 
The declar¬ 
ation, 

which con¬ 
stitutes a 
kind of 
Magna 
Carla Li- 
bertum of 
the present 
__ epoch, is a 

an rights universal 

standard of 
human rights for all peoples and 
nations, and its provisions have 
been incorporated into the laws 
of many countries. 

Over the years, the norms en¬ 
shrined in the- declaration - 


l 


1 ne picture which emerges is whether against arbitrary deien- 
shockmg: An enure population tion, deportation, or racial, na- 


wiihoui any means of protecting tional aitd other forms' of’ dis- 
transfer,” crimination - have been adopted 
l ‘^ cs ' todies and property by customary international law; 

£ ° f the P c , cupa ' lhcse norms ha vc become the 

uon forces. They are defence- birthright of the family of na- 

Iess - lions. 

J“ l0 ?, al la Y S Repression and suppression 

systematically violated before the Intifada 

raKll 10 Sa £ m - ilitary accu ‘ Throughout the years of the Is- 
^w ScalwIh^rQfiT 1 H° naI r ? cli 0CCU P alion which preceded 

raw specincally the 1907 Hague the uprising, the norms of inter- 

nev^Convendon a n3lional law were consistently 

e U ° n of ! 949 regard- and systematically violated 

SScsof P wi CCUOn C1Vi,ia0S in , ■ P° lic .y of expulsions, col- 
Thc Dumose nf lective punishment and destruc- 

inc purpose of these conven- tion of private nroDcrtv became 

t!on S |» 1 vi^ e i?f lire 11,31 P° pula - lh e trademark of 35? occupation 
uon living in an occupied temto- during those years Torture dur- 

Z 2SP1U! hu L man ing interrogation has become the 


. .Vi* U1^ UlllldUd ■ 111- II .-- 

eluding the actions of the Border ■ we 8810 restrict the occupy- 

Police in Balaia refugee camp, [ n g p°wer solely to the adminis- 

thc breaking of bones in Nablus “‘ u,on ? r ttlcsc . territories and all 

ami elsewhere, the severe injur- Wiat , If 1 * 8 within them, until 

ing of Gaza residents, und those s uc h tunc as a peace agreement 

who have been killed in prison ,s a . .cvcd. Over the years, the 

or executed by the death squads. P rov *sions of the Hague and Gc- 

Thc official investigation of ncva Conventions have become 

these complaints arc nothing but norms of customary imemation- 

a mockery, and if in some cases al ,aw obliging every nation on 

the authorities have decided to the face of the earth - as re¬ 
press charges against the perpe- established during the Nurcin- 

tralors. the court proceedings . berg trials 40 years ago. 
have been very benevolent, with The Geneva Diplomatic Con 

fi2T2S!2! d „5^*«.. v P»- - in u 


light sentences and routinely be¬ 
ing pardoned later on. 

Anyone who has visited the 
hospitals In the occupied territo¬ 
ries will have seen the extent of 
the horror, the echoes of which, 


, , _ " ' '■* • ill UIC 

shadow of World War Two - in 
order to prevent the' re¬ 
occurrence of such o war. In ad- 
diuon to the three Geneva Con¬ 
ventions, which deal with the 
victims of war on land arid sea 


ing interrogation has become the 
norm, while my allegations and 
those of the League for Human 

ii rS 810 ® up against a brick 
wall of denials created by the au¬ 
thorities. 

The Faraa detention centre, es¬ 
tablished in 1982 on the initia- 
U k- C Raphael Eitan, then army 
chief of staff, appears now to 
have been an archetype of the 
concentration camps which cur* 
rently dot the territories. Ansar 

2, set up in Gaza several years 
ago, was a predecessor of Ansar 

3. We protested at the time 
against the conditions under : 

which prisoners were being held, 

OJU .our call "fell on 1 deaf ears. 

Now,: however, thousands of Is¬ 
raelis are raising their voices 
against the crimes. 


Such was the situation of h, 
man rights violations in 

T m »p ri ? Pri ° r 10 the ^' 

ufada. To this bnef sketch one 
must also add the full-scale * 
pression of Palestinian culte 
by the banning of books, ifc 
suppression of free express!* 
and creativity, of institutes of 
higher learning, trade unions, 
newspapers, women's organic 
lions, etc. 

Throughout this period, politi. 
cal and moral protests and warn- 
mgs were sounded against the 
injustices in Israel. People of 
conscience and goodwill, parties 
and organisations and the 
League for Human Rights, 
among others, appealed to public 
opinion both in their own coun¬ 
try and abroad. However, their 
numbers and influence could not 
prevent the further deterioration 
of the situation. 

The Israeli authorities hypo 
critically celebrated the annual 
anniversary of the UN Declara¬ 
tion of Human Rights - Human 
Rights Day - while they blatant¬ 
ly violated its provisions. The 
authorities did not understand 
that the nations uf the world art 
familiar with the preamble w iht 
declaration, which suites;” ...it 
essential, if man is not to he 
compelled to have- recourse as a 
last resort to rebellion againn 
tyranny and oppression, that hu¬ 
man rights should be protected 
by the rule- of law." 

The successive Israeli govern¬ 
ments have forced the Palestini¬ 
ans to revolt against the tyranny 
and oppression they are forcedi? 
live under, and therefore the Is¬ 
raeli government has no right to 
claim that its suppression of the 
revolt is legitimate. 

. Moreover, while the Palestini¬ 
ans ure extending their hands in 
peace - peace based on the mutu¬ 
al recognition of our rcspecliw 
rights, whose violation provoto) 
the outbreak of the Intifada - ik 
claims made by the Israeli au¬ 
thorities have come to seem all 
the more ludicrous. | 

The language of the Israeli & ; 
Lhoritics toward the Palestinians., 
among them hundreds of w ■ 
drcn, is the language of bull®; 
clubs and bulldozers; of smasfi-, 
ing bones; of armed siege forty 
recovery, as at Beit SaJioun.w , 
cutting off electricity; of ur* 
ing trees; of thousands of aomij- 
istralive detention orders ft®: 
concentration camps;, of dep- ; 
ing fathers and expelling 
and children; and of 
courts which mean travesty ; 

JU Tire’22 years ofoccupalMj 
and in particular the- la^ 
years of the Intifada, haveptf , 
en beyond doubt lhat the i 
tinians do nbt understand , 

^Moreover, in 

the 20th century, ; 

tyranny and 

lete and even anachranl ^g | 

as such it is our duty ®*3| 
it, in the name ofworidi^l 


Felicia Uti&r.i* j* -SSij 

lawyer who 

years tirelessly 

rights df Palest|nljns.J,%| 

president 

Human andGivUW^ : | 
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UN session deepens the Middle East muddle 


Political 

opportunism 

OUR ARAB-Am eric an 

friends were quite joyous 
and euphoric during the past 
few months. They had many 
'■ reasons to experience this 
sense of joy and optimism: 
They were talking about an 
official day marking the 
contribution of Arab- 
Americans in their country's 
march towards advancement 
and progress; they were also 
counting quite confidently 
the number of key positions 
held by Arab-Americans in 
| both the executive and legis- 

! lative branches of govern- 

| ment; they were even counl- 

! ing the number of 

influential Arab-American 
figures in the fields of media 
and sports. Many things, in 
short, were- going their way 
and they felt they had a right 
lo lake a breath, be joyous 
and look back at the years of 
hardship and struggle expe¬ 
rienced by their forefathers. 

This sense of confidence 
and joy was transmitted, in 
lum, to us Arabs living in 
ihe homeland, and many of 
us wroie articles, or even 
poems, celebrating the 
achievements of our breth¬ 
ren the expatriate- Arabs who 
, £ managed to gain their 
fcmg-forgotien recognition, 
and who were able to stand 
up to vicious campaigns of 
slander and intimidation that 
*f re intended to contain the 

*^ t e s meriCanS in 

But during last week, we, 
o took an enthusiastic 
2j n celebrating ihe 
achievements of Arab¬ 
s'!!;? 1 *' had reason to at 

a fiam about our 
anconirolled praise for the 

Sm C p an .^P^e. 

5HSSSSSS: 

^ ab Jcrusalon ' 

°f [h i s cily 

r -. <te:idcd through 

2100151 scheme 
c^Uy turning the 

I £ h[f u cily - 

; orkecninah- h ^rations 
1 «y lcadp/-^ ,S i?° sl 85 ma J° r - 
1 Wi[* n ? e Senale - But 

WouId make 
^el cs ,i® Se his skin 80 
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vlet eeKion on theSo- 

nantnved the options aaKroSi'E 


By Masood Haider 
Special Lo The Star 

NEW YORK - And so the ques¬ 
tion of a unified response to the 

rael ,C nw 1Sh emi ^ ation to Is- 
f! J-P? 31 . 08 unresolved. The 
Umtcd Nations Security Council 
met Thursday.15 March, to con 
sidcr a Soviet resolution urging 
Israel to desist from furtiicrre^ 
dement of Soviet Jews in the oc- 
cupied territories, but it failed to 
produce any result. Nor was a 
quick and ready solution expect¬ 
ed, though it was hoped that a 

compromise could still be possi- 

A compromise or a practical 
way out seems farther away 
from reaJisation now than be- 
oru The biggest problem lies in 
the apparent failure of all con¬ 
cerned to achieve any common 
ground. Wheii the Council met 
for example, it had three compct- 

r ng W ? rk i, ng P 3 P crs before it 
from the Soviet. US and British 
dclegauon and an informal docu¬ 
ment along the lines of the So¬ 
viet working paper from the 
Arab group. 

However, the Arab stoics 
could not agree on a working 
paper that could be tabled before 
the Council because they re¬ 
mained divided on the plan of 
action needed to secure a con¬ 
sensus resolution. Further com¬ 
plications for their position arose 
rom the fact that an important 


sUll‘°h5 ? rab f0rcisn n,inislw s 
“H 1 *. had to materialise. In the 
ministers absence and for lack 

position was far from clear. • 
^“working paper bc- 
M ^ cnv °ys took note 
to™ lh . al Isracl ' s Vision 
,ar sc-s-‘ale. cmigra- 
lion of Soviet Jews to the o« u - 
pied areas was a fiagram attempt 

£mn gC .^ C ' p,,ysicyl cl >aracier, 
dumograpluc and institutional 
structure and statusorthe S- 

That action alone, said die 
Paper, made all the more urgem 

10 convcnc imerna- 
lional peace conference on tlic 
^“1 antler die auspices 
of Lhc United Nations. It also 
suggested that the Secretary Ja- 
y.icr Pcrc/ : Uc Cuellar monitor the 
situation in the occupied territo¬ 
ries, including Jerusalem, and re¬ 
port to the Council. 

But a further obstacle in die 
works of the Council's proceed¬ 
ings on the emigration issue was 
introduced by the collapse of die 
Lucud-Labour coalition in Israel 
which all but dashed hopes of an 
early dialogue between the Israe¬ 
lis and die Palestinians. 

There is little likelihood that 
the Council can pick up the piec¬ 
es or its emigration agenda soon. 
The. fall of the Israeli govem- 
nicru means that there is now' 
lack ol unity at best, and chaos 
at worst, on both sides. 


Thomas A. Dine, executive di- 
pX A ° r f r .to American-Israel 
nibhc Affairs Committee, attrib¬ 
uted the fall of the Israeli govern¬ 
ment and the resulting blow to 

JTS ha said, was the com¬ 
ment of President George Bush 
m which he opposed the- Jewish 
settlements in 'East Jerusalem'. 
Second, he said, the US adminis¬ 
tration two weeks ago for the 
mst time had told Congress that 
the Palestine Liberation Organi¬ 
sation was fully living up to its 
P edge to peace and renunciation 
ol violence which, he said, was 
inconsistent with die situation 
untuning m die territories. 

. Thc third factor in Dinc's opin¬ 
ion was the US reluctance lo crit¬ 
icise the PLO which contrasts 
sharply with recent "flow! of 
Matentents publicly expressing 
tli(Terences with Israel." And the 
“’frill ;,, id must extenuating I ac¬ 
tor was the exodus of die SovicL 
Jewry and international objec¬ 
tions lo dic-ir settlement in die oc¬ 
cupied territories. 

independent analysts mean¬ 
while remain eonfident that the 
collapse of the Israeli goveni- 

ment is a short-lived .setback ami 

1 , 11 may hi fact enhance the 
chances of expediting tin- |Wilcc 
process. 

Because a majority in ihe Is¬ 
raeli parliament refused to join 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
in rejecting Secretory of Stoic 
James Baker's framework for 



Hush: Currently under 
attack 

Shamir's own plan and because 
that majority included religious 
panics that will be crucial in 
arming the next government, 
me US administration feds that 
a new coalition would Ire nble to 
move ahead on the peace plan. 

UN delegates, meanwhile, are 
convinced dial while the United 
Stoles seems sincere in wanting 
to secure peace in the occupied 
territories it also has lo acquiesce, 
to die idea of an international 
peace conference. Now that the 
Soviet Union has been dragged 
deeper into the conflict, however 
indirectly or unintentionally, 
wuh the influx or it ;i Jewish emi¬ 
grants. ihe analysts are of the 
opinion linn ihi s may Lv die time 
to include Moscow in any dia¬ 
logue on the Middle East. 


The fall of Zaki Badr: 


A victory for Egypt's opposition press 


By Michael Collins Dunn 

THE DISMISSAL of Egyptian 
Interior Minister Zaki Badr in 
January was a case of an opposi¬ 
tion newspaper bringing down a 
key security official in a Mid- 
East country. As such it was a 
sign of just how far Egypt's ex¬ 
periment in opposition politics 
has come, and of the power 
which Egypt's sometimes outra¬ 
geous opposition papers can 
wield. 

The most hated man in Presi¬ 
dent Hosni Mubarak's govern¬ 
ment because of his hard line 
against Islamic "fundamentalist" 
movements, Badr came to power 
in 1986 immediately after die In¬ 
terior Ministry's own security 
police had rioted. For nearly four 
years he pursued a tough line bn 
drug trafficking, black market 
currency speculation and ex¬ 
tremism, and, his critics chaiged, 
a personal animus against Islam¬ 
ic movements. 

At one point last year an oppo¬ 
sition deputy physically attacked 
the always outspoken Badr! on 
the floor oF Parliament, some- 
. thing unknown in Egyptian par¬ 
liamentary history. \ . 

. Last December, when a small 
truck carrying blasting, ponder 
exploded not far firom his motor r 

. cade, Badr^proclaiuied it’ an 'as¬ 
sassination .attempt, though 
thick driver; suffered' only-'iritinr 
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Zaki Badr 

injuries. Sceptics believed it was 
an accident, but Badr claimed 
that the Jihad organisation was 
behind the plot and began round¬ 
ing up fundamentalists. 

In the wake of the December 
bombing, some observers report¬ 
ed Badr was close to a nervous 
breakdown. He lagan to criticise 
; not Only government opponents, 

; but even government officials 
and, ; prorgpvemment editors. 

: Among his targets .was the man 
1 who was to succeed him. Police 
Major General Muhpmmftd Ab- 
, del Haliqi Musa, governor of the 
,: troubled;; town: of Asytiu Musa, 

.!. who had 'sought a dialogue witii 
ps, r vyps cnas, 
too weak^y Badr; ; ;;;j 
T ; ^7ic:'6p]pos}Uoii newspaper, /^!. 

'V>' 

.- « + • . ■■ s • • l • * ~ ■ j . 


Shaab, which is officially the or¬ 
gan of the Socialist Labour Party 
but is in fact editorially allied 
with the Muslim Brotherhood, 
obtained and published a tope of 
two discussions in the town of 
Benha, in which Badr denounced 
not only opposition figures but 
■also government officials, editors 
and prominent writers and col¬ 
umnists. The transcribed com¬ 
ments showed Badr ranting 
coarsely about prominent Egyp¬ 
tian figures. Wild remarks, in¬ 
cluding one in which Badr said 
he wanted to kill about one per 
cent of the Egyptian population, 
seemed to show a man out of 
control. Although Badr reported¬ 
ly tried to seize thc issue of Al 
Shaab revelations, President 
Hosni Mubarak replaced Badr 
with General Musa, who pledged 
that he would firmly enforce the 
laws. He vowed to release any¬ 
one held illegally, and began re¬ 
viewing the cases of political de¬ 
tainees. 

Egypt's opposition press has 
often been abrasive and outra- 
.geous, and there are signs that 
the A! Shaab victory, over Badr 
may! have given it new confi¬ 
dence. In a provocative editorial 
headlined "Change or Ccauscs- 
cu," Al Shaab warned that the 
• government must refofin itself or 
Tace .an Eastern ;European-style 
luprtsiri^. I|i response, prominent 
J 001 ? 8 ! 1 ®* Mansur noted In 


the pro-govcrnmenL Al Ahram 
that no newspaper in Ceauses- 
cu s Rumania could have printed 
such a warning without beina 
seized. Al Shaab's success 
againsL Badr is as much a sign of 
how much freedom the govern¬ 
ment has allowed the press as it 
is evidence of the abuse of pow¬ 
er by a security man. 

Egypt is one of the few Mid¬ 
dle Eastern countries in which 
the courts can overrule the inter¬ 
nal security apparatus and order 
defendants released. While some 
troubles did follow the firing - 
including a riot in Asyut de¬ 
manding that Badr be put on 
Inal, in which aL least one per¬ 
son was killed by police fire - 
Zaki Badr's fall was generally 
aren as a great step forward. 
Since Amnesty International and 
other Internationa] human rights 
groups have. been increasingly 
critical of Zaki Badr's prisons, 
rus, filing also removed thi one ‘ 
blot on the otherwise generally 
good international reputation of ■ 
die Murbarak govern mom, 

Michel C. Dunn, PJi.d. is 
sonior analyst of The Interha- 
tiohnl Estimate, Inc., a Wash¬ 
ington-based consultancy; and 
Middle East editor of- Its ft. 
weekly newsletter, The Esti- 
..mate.- •''•>; 
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People and Events 







'Promise' holds bazaar 

• Her Royal Highness Princess Alia A1 Fai¬ 
sal patronised the first annual bazaar of Prom¬ 
ise charily organisation, which she heads as 
honorary president, on Monday at the Inter- 
Comincnlal Hotel. Promise seeks to help and 
extend aid to needy Jordanian families. Until 
now, and since the organisation was formed 
last November, Promise has helped 140 fami¬ 
lies in Southern Jordan. The organisation also 
hopes to train and rehabilitate needy people 
so that they can get job opportunities. Mrs 
Shadya Bibi is the vice president of Promise. 
The bazaar was attended by wives of diplo¬ 
mats and officials in addition to members of 
the general public. 


Works by 
Spanish artists 
on show in Amman 

By Hind-Lam Mango 
Special to The Star 

• CURRENTLY ON display at 
the Royal Cultural Centre and 
running until 30 March is a com- 
prehensive an exhibition of 67 
engraving. The show has come 
about through the efforts of the 
institute for Co-operation with 
the Arab World in Madrid. 

The 35 Spanish contemporary 
artists participating in die exhibit 
are of international standard. 
They present the Jordanian pub¬ 
lic with figurative, abstract, and 
super-realistic works. Modem 
techniques of printing are util¬ 
ised in executing various scenes. 
They include engraving on car¬ 
ton and polyester, but there are 
also classical black and white 
works. 

The Spanish Ambassador in 
Amman, Mr Ramon Armegod, 
told The Star that the aim of 
such an exhibit is not only to fa¬ 
miliarise the Jordanian public 
with modem engraving tech¬ 
niques in Spain, but also to re¬ 
ward visitors of the Spanish Cul¬ 
tural Centre. T think this is one 
of the best collections that 1 have 
ever seen,” says Mr. Armegod. 
He says he has special prefer¬ 
ence towards artist Rafael Can- 
ogar who is quite popular in 
Spain as a champion of humani¬ 
tarian causes such as the Spanish 
liberation movements. 

• The Jordan Bridge Associa¬ 
tion (JBA) will participate in Uie 
Fifth Epson worldwide bridge 
contest. 

Two heats are going to be held 
in Jordan on 8 June this year, 
exact location and time to be an¬ 
nounced two weeks before the 
event. 
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Princess Servath attends flower demonstration 


• Her Royal Highness Princess Servath A1 Hassan patronised Sun¬ 
day the graduation of the second batch of Ikebana (Japanese flower 
arrangement) students at the Amman Regency Palace Hotel Prof M 

ram0US 0hara . SchoQl in WestablisK S' 
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Democracy and the professional 
questioners 

THE OTHER day, I called a friend of mine to havecoffo 
him. He apologised, saying that he had planned to attend J 
tune on democracy by a deputy of the Lower House 

and tell me about it," I said, then I hung up. ' ™ 

Before that my friend suggested that I go with him "It <hn«u 
be fun," he said. But I declined. It wasn't be becauSlI&3 
a chat over a cup of coffee to a lecture on democracy I 2 
something much simpler. Why should I listen to that naitiel 
deputy lecturing on democracy now, I said to mvselFvZi 
didn’t vote for him in the first place! y m 1 

But I insisted that my friend give me his impressions about 
what he saw. He did mention a number of reasons for attenS 
that event. The most important one was that he, unlike myself 
wanted to see how the speaker would handle his topic and hw 
he would answer questions from the audience. In oilier wank 
it was more of a make-up exam for the deputy, where my frieS 
would play the role of a volunteer corrector. Further more my 
friend would have the chance to lay his conscience at ease ff 
the deputy was not good enough in his presentation since he 
didn't vote for him either! 

I asked my friend later on. "How was it?" 

My friend smiled and said. "The hall was packed with pcopk 
and I could spot three types of questioners.." "Sounds interest¬ 
ing," I interrupted. 

"First, there were those people who asked the difficult and 
embarrassing questions," he went on, "they represented oppos¬ 
ing political views to those of the speaker. Both the deputy and 
the questioners seemed to address the audience rather than thi 
issue at hand. Then there were the sympathisers and follower! 
of the deputy, who tried through their questions to cover up f« 
the deputy's mishaps. Thirdly, there were what I would call iht 
'professional questioners,' who instead of putting questions, de¬ 
livered counter speeches, without blinking at the slightest possi- 
bibty that by doing so they were by-passing all rules of courte¬ 
sy an d communication. The speaker and the audience were 
equally confused." 

| You noticed all that during the meeting," I asked. 

"I you the reasons that take me to such gatherings," he 
explained, "I could find one or two excuses every lime I choose 
to do that That's how I became familiar with some faces. B) 
the way, the professional questioners prefer to sit in the firsl« 
second row, where they can hear and be heard clearly..." 

"Isn't that an important aspect of democracy?" I asked again 
My friend nodded. 

"What else did you learn from that experience?" 1 asked cyn¬ 
ically. 

"Two other things" my friend replied, "I think that the speak¬ 
er believed, as I do, that democracy should go on. That’s why 
he was talking as if the next parliamentary elections were io 
start the following week. I also became more convinced thatthe 
professional questioners will always be there in full gear." 

I am still wondering to which category of listeners my frie« 
might belong... 

Salim Ayoub 


President of JBA Mr Bahjat 
El Majaly received a letter from 
Mr Jose Damian I of France, the 
chief of the worldwide contest, 
who told him that this year's tar¬ 
get will be 100.000 tables in 100 
countries. The contest will take 


place at the same time in all 100 
countries. Also the same hands 
will be played. 

JBA's players are currently in 
Damascus to participate in a 
friendly bridge festival. 

The Damascus festival in¬ 


cludes three events: open pairs, 
mixed pairs and teams. A thirty- 
player delegation is representing 
JBA including a number of in¬ 
ternational players, we wish 
them all good luck. 

• The general committee of the 
Interlines Club elected members 
of its new administrative com¬ 


mittee of Sunday. They are J 
Ramzi Shweihat, president ,,i 
Yousef Yousef, vice-preskfci 
Ms Nabila Katamesh, 
tary.Mr Rafik Zakaria.K** 
er and Ms Sawan Hamar* 
Ms Fadla Saad, Ms W 
Awamleh, Mr Subaii Baq* 9 
and Mr Faris Faris, memix* 



SPANISH SPRING COURSE 

VllSh Cultural f'anhA ...ill t_a.. 


JSWSSSft" 1 Cen,re wi " ** ■ spring course ta, 

IfjffTi d a n 13 thrre months - * will start March 21 
Registration for the course starts March ip 
C oursss for all levels end eachInotaSTsotasaeaeweek 

For more Information dIama mu • 
Cultural Centro, Jabal JUS® 

Tel. 624049 
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HAYA CULTURAL CHNTIB 

lnvit98youto 
ATRAMTRIP ^ 

. Amman - Jeezeh - Afla Hotel ^ 

On Friday March 23, 1990 at 
Tickets for children JD 5, adults, JP. 6 . 
basket lunch,'Family' games isp sPf.;., 
day. ... : r y\. \ ■■ 

Fpi 1 more Information' and I 
tion call the Center at 66jj1 
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Future shock in Hawaii: 
Tourism lands at Lanai 

By Bill Wood 


LANAI, HAWAII 
. It’s windier than 
usual this morning. 

A downdraft 
snatches at the 
Twin Otter as it 
starts its letdown 
over the shoreline. 

Holes in the clouds 
hint at what’s be¬ 
low the light 
plane's grouping 
wheels. 

Through the 
scattering clouds, 
cliffs rear above a 
crashing surf. 

Someplace around 
here, at a place 
called Kahekili's 
Leap, ancient war¬ 
riors dived off 
those cliffs to 
prove their brav¬ 
ery. Over land now, there a glimpse of sunhak-prf n-.rrK. r\ 
ofmesquHc, calledI kiawe hereabouts, and bouMenffifil'S* 
vmes dial stare up like open wounds form the blSSS £?i P m " 

-ssH 

un-roofed wood-rrame houses ambitiously called Sc.v 

Hawaiians - vo . rr ‘ cs somc °f the islanders, both native 

hundreds of jibs While 
sKadycxodus of t£ Lhn * d ,\. sL ™ hm g what has been a 
aykwilltekisi funln fiibited life- 
JmtSm mrf Z J .L, 90,4,X h acr ^, lsla,,d 15 transformed into a 
s c nr , t f. y S ound tor the resorts well-heeled guests 

coastline anrMsSP Sl?S 2i x> P n , cl Lanai ’ s primitive 

Piles. In aXsfcaTL^! ?hkTA C(i by «** 

waiian islands dSe m h.’-^r 1 ^ mosl Hawai,an of «e Ha- 
Plentiful of the lining , f dc vclopnienl, undisturbed signs 

Um M lhroughoul s 

|%Si ^HaL^rT/- P rov toc a stick-figure 

WsCookdiscnvrrM .h C .^oro.toe British explorer Capt, 
ofWftjiPinJn..i _.. c rod the islands in 1778 and began a nmce w I 


1 ^ of an ancient rt ph Sl i“ on *- anai is al Kaun olu. the 

!9lb Kam ehameha I, the early 

a summer tome i, Pr i an i»? K)nai ^ h wh R ua,led 811 the islands, had 
a boathouse and a ts remains and Lhose of other dwellings - 

toy called KahelJlfw ^ emp c >' as we,! as the rocky promon- 
time, ** 1 s t-eap, stand untouched today except by 

P®utonS k island*° f Lanaihal ®‘ * at 3,370 feet the highest 
»aiian aichineiacn^225? sce , aU die lareest islands in the Ha- 
NrttmS ^ au , ai ’ 2g ° mUes to die north- 
yorks builr bv t U J!S 1 along the trail stand rock breast- 
Jefend ftemSii, « ? 18tJl century Hawaiian inhabitants to 


Monro Trail s s P in e to the summit is the 

Jfdi on Linai m w for ^ eorge Wunro, who managed the cattle 
^UtciSvfnr/o 16 • l K converte d to pineapple in the 
ptionist; it uie hi r? 181 * Munr P was also something of conser- 
1^ pines that started importing the stately Norfolk Is- 

pi nes ' nilmrt er die m ountainside in and above Lanai City, 
moisture ud htarian: to combat erosion and cap- 

Ncwinds dennJi!!!!® - m over die mountain pn the westerly 
F uciiihh^, 11 on the island^ watershed. Sheltered bv 1 


I , ‘flic Of Iha J »aitUIU K&US mut JOUllCUi, . 

in the Inch P 16 Hawaiian Islands, almost totally 
Jtjhepine tre^c S Q«H 0 S. Ica growth found on the islands. Wilh- 
^sothavecfn^Jl?their'contribution to the watershed,Lanai 
ii* e veninixc fE?-,- th ® sprawling pineapple plantation. 
Sjl?P06 Bay at toto'lws head across the pineapple fields for 
to,.,? 5f cenl of sparkling sand and azure water On 
rK. Bca ehihJ* w 0re * For g® ne ratfons, a sunset luau orr'Hu-; 
n Bfest yleofrh^ n I'P®? of gentle, thoroughly pnidlca- 

S^peiltinn^ A ? a< } uaI *y being cut back, a viodht'of fofj 
^ Manele Bay Hotel 1* rising on the,-hii| 
^Ushar^fSf^h* 'y* 1 ®* 1 ' it? completed m:Septemb&;;.‘: 


Modern fashions 
out of Amman 

Hy « ad .ro° Snghayyar 

ipeeial [«i The Star 

• READY MADE haute- 
diStan ‘ 

But good news follows; quali- 

ior^2f£- for women an d jun- 
^sarebemg made licrc in J or - 

jjn tn several establishments 
Mcxtern Fashion House (MFH) 
lln with activity. [[ iSCC j 
itself as a pioneer of high fash¬ 
ion in Jordan." * Iasn 
Under the patronage of Her 

Q ucen N «o r a fashion 
show featuring an 80-picce col- 

wiH i held on 
-9 March at the Amman Mam- 
Oll Hotel. It win feature aduli 
and junior mixiels. The designs 

rnL"! ainy , Europen " 1,1 sl yic 

following this year's look of 
freshness associated with bright 
nuorcKent colours, marine 
Myte dresses accompanied by 
accessories of shells and frails. 
These creations are not restrict- 


i 








i • : : : ; 




pic Computer "Expo 90" on Monday ^ai to^Mft U - Sei1 ?, opencd lh c Ap- 
sinon is organised by Ideal SysSoJ ^ Mamott Hole!. The expo- 
day event seeks to highlichi Anole ^ri ?i^- a i nUaI cvcnL Uc two- 
advances. Mr Ruduin knwi.rh- Cno , shslalest technological 

nied Prince taSSSta, 1 A - 


■rA%\ 


^ . 


1 


\m 


ed to dresses alone, but include 
irouseis, jupe-culottes and 
shorts. The fashion show will 
also feature an experimental set 
of knitted cotton blouses and 

S ' sts. A more sophisticated 
will also be tnere, for 
those who can "afford it." 

As for the junior collection, it 
seems that young children will 
be quite "verdant” this summer 
in their cactus and vegetable 
printed clothes supplemented 
with fruit ornaments. 

This does no{ imply that the 
Arab touch has been excluded. 
In fact, for that purpose, the 
"Hatta," the Arab headdress pat¬ 
tern of red and black, was print- 
’ ed on cotton to be used for die 
garments. 

Mrs. Samla Talhouni who- 
owns and manages MFH started 
her business by importing ma* • 
ternlty and junior wear for her 
shop "Ali Um.’' But then "it be¬ 
came increasingly; difficult to 
. import, because of fhe changing 
, econorpic- situation,'' , says Mrs 
: Talhouni; Sjie began producing , 
; the same: iiems in Jordan, which• 
proved to bq a difficult and. 

. c costly iask at first, but it Was 
:V .-worth the effort; , ■ . . v 

, r Aloiig with her .sister Muna. - 
:' SayvalhaUnd her associate Aft-..;.' 
'. .drey :^chmift ^ htid Flryal'v- 


i Khouri, pnxliiciion was ex- 

s landed to include dresses which 
i rJn K c tonii those made for the 
r y(,i : n « ;iri,i free IO lhc mature 

1 i!! 1 ! clcmi - sl y les *iiiia- 

! blc 1 ,t ’ r different tames anil sizes 

under the new hrand name of 

, B;| d ,a -" Mrs Talhouni 

stresses that her house produces 
limited numbers of the same de¬ 
sign. 

MFH now exports many of its 

items u» various Arab countries, 
bke Dubai am! Saudi Arabia 
nicre are plans to export to Eu¬ 
rope next year. 

Unluiinnately, there are many 
drawbacks, one of which is the 
lack ol good quality malerials. 
Mrs Talhouni regrets that "ac¬ 
cessories including threads and 
billions are imported." hence the 
high prices. Furthermore, she is 
always in need of skilled dra- 
pcsls and .seamstresses- not cas- 
ily touml in Jordan. 

• Former US President Jimmy 
Carter and his wife Rosalyn 
left Amman Sunday for Israel 
after a three-day visit to Jordan. 
During his stay in Amman Mr 
Carter conferred with Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, and 
a number 
of Jorda¬ 
nian offi¬ 
cials. 

Their 
talks fo¬ 
cused on 
the Mid¬ 
dle East 
peace 
process. 

Mr Cart¬ 
er, in a Mr Carter 
press con¬ 
ference he held at the Inter¬ 
Continental hotel Sunday mom- 1 

ing, reaffirmed Jordan's role in 
the peace process. ( 


bill was 
brought up 
bi Beirut 
wliere m 
the age or 
13 he 
cm nc to 
tire alien- 
lion of So¬ 
viet Ar- 
Mr How rani nicnian 

comjMjscr 

... , , Aram 

Miachutitriiin, who made it 
possible for Walk! to study m 
Moscow's CcniRil Music .School 
from which lie graduated with 
high distinction. 

Today, Thursday, Mr llowraui 

r concert at 

1D:(X) aiu at the RCC. 



• The American University of 
Beirut Alumni Club of Jordan 
sponsored a lecture by Dr 
Adeed Dawlsha entitled 
"Events in Eastern Europe and 
the Soviet Union and their cf- 

■ feels on the Middle East", at the 
Club on Monday, 

• Well-known Lebanese pia- • 
nlst Walld Howrani gave a pia¬ 
no recital on Wedncajay at the 
Royal Cultural Centre :(RCC) 

. presenting works by Mozart, 
Beethoven, Chopin, Oelalian 
.and Liszt. The show wag spon- 
JJ-ed by Yoijbg Christian 
'Wompri Association (YWCA). 

•; Jj®*!' Howrani, who visited Jor- 

i. dan in February of last year, 
*a5 .born in New York in 1948* 


\.'b -I;'- 


•; . l. 




Hamburg - A DM 4 million re- 
construction programme at the 
Hotel Inter-Continental Ham¬ 
burg is being unveiled to the 
public this month. 

The hotel lobby and reception, 
area, the Hansa-Kogge and Hulk 
Brasserie have been rebuilt and 
redesigned with light coloured 
wood and marble, more light 
and more open space. 

The Hulk Brasserie is now (lie : 
Orangerie, an informal restau¬ 
rant styled after a Victorian win¬ 
ter garden. Palm trees and more 
fight have been incorporated ■ 
tolo the design. Hie Hansa- 
Koggc bar reopens this month 
as the Fontenay 10 . 

The team responsible for the :! 
reconstruction project also reno-? 
vato the grand ballroom at the 
Hotel Inter-Continental Ham- 
buig two years ago. The group 
includes Keith Robinson, a de- ■ 
signer from London; Klaus 
Sporer amf Werner Sahrii from 
Sahm Interdesign In Suitigart;' 
and Hans Rittershaus, ihd chief 
engiitoer at the Hamburg, hotel. . 

In addition to the recons true- 
lion project, the hotel is having 
40 new marble baths installed 
(DM 17,000 per room).. 
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People and Events 



Miracle... or bluff 

• Jordanians, and later on the rest or the world, were astonished lo 
find out that a 70-year*old tree in Jabal Luweibdeh in Amman had 
started “snowing" on Saturday when no clouds were to be seen in the 
sky. For about two hours the bushy tree was seen formulating icy 
crystals and dropping them on a sunny day with outside temperatures 
reaching 13 degrees centigrade. Jordan Television filmed and the 
event, which was later picked up by international television net¬ 
works. 

No convincing scientific or natural reasons were given to the phe¬ 
nomenon, but pedestrians told The Star that while some residents of 
the neighbourhood considered the event a miracle, others said a wa¬ 
ter pipe had burst the night before and drenched the irce and its 
branches in sub-zero temperatures. Later on, they said, the freezing 
water melted. Their story could not he confirmed. 

RCC's activities 

• The Centre of Women Studies of Jordan in co-operation with the 
Ministry of Culture's Royal Cultural Centre (RCC) has screened two 
German films Saturday and Sunday at the RCC. Both films were sub¬ 
titled in Arabic. 

Also at the RCC an open discussion of the works of writer Rnshad 
Abu Shnwer was held on Saturday at the Conference Hall. 


Agenda 


Filins 

• The American Centre 
presents the feature film "It's a 
Wonderful Life" starring 
James Stuart, Thursday 22 and 
Sunday 25 March at 7:00 pm 

Lectures 

• The Goethe Institute presents 
a lecture by Dr Thomas von der 
Way on "Investigations con¬ 
cerning the early periods of 
the northern delta of Egypt," 
Saturday 24 March at 8:00 pm. 

Seminars 

• Arab Youth Forum sponsors 
a seminar entitled "The concept 
of political work in Jordan." 
Participating in the event will 
be Minister of Interior Mr Sa¬ 
lem Massadeli, Deputies Dr 
Husni Sheiah, Mr Hussein 
Mjali, Mr Yousef A1 Azm and 
Dr Zheeb Marji, on Thursday 
22 March at the Royal Cultural 
Centre at 6:00 pm. 

Exhibitions 

• The Alia Art Gallery presents 
an art exhibition by Jordanian 
artist Esam Tantawli opening 
Saturday 24 March and running 


until 1 April. 

• Ideal Systems sponsors the 
Apple Computer "Expo 90" at 
the Marriott Hotel. Featuring lat¬ 
est hardware and software devel¬ 
opments. Closing on Thursday 
22 March. 


• Save the Children find-, 
of ihe Bam Hamida Weak 

Ptojec, Friday 23^ 

i Marc i “ Bani 
Weaving House, Jabel An^ 


ANNOUNCING 



The Spring Exhibition 

Of 

f Bani Hamida 
Women's Weaving Project 


Friday, March 23 to Thursday, March 29, 1990 
8 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
at the Bani Hamida House 


.1 


Jabal Amman, Rainbow Street 
Tel: 658696/7 


Save the Children Project 


2 he Far 


By GARY LARSON 
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People and Events 


SPORTS 

FROM THE 
PRESSBOX 

By Lee Lerner 

Is the NBA regular sea¬ 
son being played for 
naught? Judging by the 
play of last year’s final¬ 
ists, that might be the 
case. 

Going into March, the 
defending-champion De¬ 
troit Pistons and the Los 
Angeles Lakers had the 
best records in the NBA, 
were leading their divi¬ 
sions and showing almost 
no chinks in the armor 
that took them to last 
year’s finals. 

The Lakers have been 
winning with their usual 
“Magic.” They’ve also 
been getting a hand from 
other familiar faces like 
veteran Byron Scott, who 
provided the dramatics 
LA needed in its Feb. 20 
overtime victory over the 
upstart Spurs. 

Scott buried a 3-pointer 
at the buzzer to give the 
Lakers a 115-114 tri¬ 
umph, But with LA those 
kinds of endings are hard¬ 
ly surprising anymore. 
Fans have come to expect 
it. 

And what about the Pis¬ 
tons. They put together 
the season’s longest win¬ 
ning streak during Febru¬ 
ary and made it a one- 
team race for first in the 
Central, a division some 


said the Bulls would chal¬ 
lenge for this season. 

The Pistons are winning 
the same way they did last 
w * 1 ^ an intimidat- 
mg defense. Heading into 
March, Detroit was hold¬ 
ing its opponents to an av- 
erage of less than 98 points 
per game. 

But the Pistons don’t 
sneak up on anyone these 
days. 

"The party is over 
5?*’ -Detroit Coach 
M, h w Ck u DaJy said recently. 

We have to earn every 
win now to take the 
division.” 

If they do, the chances 
are good they’ll sail 
through the playofrs and 
their foe in the finals could 
very well be a familiar 
one. 


SPORTS LINE 


By Date Dunlap 

It’s that time of year for 
that 64-invitation NCAA 
gala nicknamed “March 
Madness." This year’s 
event should have the aura 
of a virtuoso concert, but 
the atmosphere of a 
World Wrestling Federa¬ 
tion match. It certainly 
will be a wide open affair. 

Who will win it all? No¬ 
body has a lock on that 
question. But there are 
things we do know. There 
will be at least one “Seton 
Hail” in the field. Along 
with it, there are more 
than a few Goliaths ripe 


for a David’s sling. Here 
are a few predictions on 
both: 

GOLIATHS: Michigan 
— A team laden with tal¬ 
ent like Rumeal Robinson. 
But Steve Fisher’s magic 
has run dry. 

Georgia Tech - Like 
Michigan, they have a 
wonderful cast, including 
freshman Kenny Ander¬ 
son. But Bobby Crcmins 
has trouble with the Xs 
and Os. 

Oklahoma — Too 
much run and gun and not 
enough discipline. Will 
fall hard against patient 
team. 

Syracuse - Talent is 
fine, but the chemistry 
and guard play is off. 
They lost to sonic pretty 
mediocre teams this year. 

DAVIDS: Connecticut 
“ T hey really aren’t a 
sleeper since they bullied 
some Big East beasts. But 
they were predicted to be 
pretty average this season. 

Louisiana State — Not 
really a small-fry cither, 
with Shaquille O’Neal and 
Stanley Roberts standing 7 
feet tall. But Dale Brown 
will get this team into the 
semifinals and Chris Jack- 
son will light it up. 

La Salle — They can 
beat anyone with Lionel 
Simmons in the lineup. 

Oregon State — Gary 
Payton is the best point 
guard in the collegiate 
ranks. Don’t underesti¬ 
mate them. 

If you want a real long 
shot, how about Virginia. 


TOPCOUNTRY 
ALBUMS 


!; Lone Wolf, Hank Wil¬ 
liams Jr., Warner Bros. 

2. RSV III, Ricky Van Shel¬ 
ton, Columbia 

3. Killin’ Time, Clint Black, 

l\L A 

4. Simple Man, The Charlie 
Daniels Band, Epic 

5. No Holdln’ Back, Randy 
Travis, Warner Bros. 

6. Pickin’ On Nashville, 
The Kentucky Headhunt¬ 
ers, Mercury 

1. Willow in the Wind. 
Kathy Mat tea. Mercury 

8. Leave the Lights On, 
Lome Morgan, RCA 

9. Garth Brooks, Garth 
Brooks, Capitol 

10. Reba Live, Reha Mc£/i- 
tire, MCA 


TOP POP 
SINGLES 


1. Escapade, Janet Jackson , 
A&M 

2. Dangerous, Rosette, 
EMI 

3. Black Velvet, Allan ah 
Myles, Atlantic 

4. Opposites Attract, Paula 
Abdul, Virgin 

5. All or Nothing, Milii 
Vanilli, Arista 

Bolton, Columbia 

6. Roam, The B-SJ’s, 
Reprise 

7. We Can’t Go Wrong, 
The Cover Girls, Capitol 

8. No More Lies, Michel’le, 
Ruthless 

9. Here We Are, Gloria Es- 
tefan. Epic 

10. Price of Love, Bad En¬ 
glish, Epic 


TOP VIDEO 

rentals 

L Indiana Jones and the 

r S L £ rusai,e i Harrison 
rord, Sean Connery , Para¬ 
mount Home Video. (PG- 
13-1989) 

2. Lethal Weapon 2 , Me! 
Gibson, Danny Glover , 

Home Video, (R- 

3. When Harry Met Sally 

B, Jfy Crystal, Meg 
R Nn, Nelson Home Enter¬ 
tainment (R-1989) 

4. Turner & Hooch, Tom 
Manks, Touchstone Home 
Video (PG-1989) 

5. Karate Kid ill, Ralph 

Pat Morila, 
KiA/Columbia (PG- 1989 ) 

6. Weekend at Bernle’s, An- 
dren McCarthy, Johnathan 

im™ an ' ' VE (PO " 13 - 
7 / Uac J« Buck. John Can- 

(fc-i2£ Hon,t Vidco 

«. License to Kill, Timothv 
CBS-Ftox Video 
(PG-I3-I989) 

9. Kick boxer, Jcan-C/aude 
Damme, (R-1989) 

JO. l>o the Right Thing, 
Danny Aiello, Ossie Davis, 

^989) H ° me VidC °' (K - 


Video Rentals 
in Jordan 

• A dry White Season 

Marlon Brando 
Donald Sutherland 

* Romero 
Raul Julia 
Richard Jordan 

The Fabulous Baker Boys 
Jeff Bridges 
Michelle Pfeiffer 


New crisis brews over the boat people 


By Joanne Kirkpian 

Special !o Hie Star 

®NG KONG - A new crisis is 
®*“8 over [he Vietnamese 
“ Ho"* Kong, with 
Vietnam and the United 
2J* “gainst each other / 
^ te ta rns of repatriation for 
Vietnamese refti- 
faLIS' in i* 1 ® “tony or 

^t4 l0beheading 

JSj,. 011 terms of forcible 

&„ by t HongKongiheId 

frhen ih-?/" Januai y* collapsed 
JteUnued Stales and Viet- 

NiihSfJ B ? Ush proposa]s 

since £* A “ m P roniI se has * 

kZSZ* complications 
refusal of JTiI the incre *sing 

oitois io f S h ^ 0uring govern ‘ 
if Tits? * e Principle 

fate for^ Un I ’ temporary 

hSt*? adhered to by 
feadnSj®}. 0 / ^ re 8ion, but • 
-mesl ^ ignored, . 

pressures on. ’; 

iNiite ’ he !“- where 

*. ’risk ■ 

maltreatment by. 
^SU 99Q : $]j- 

f..- y’- 'i' 


The deadlock over the resettlement of the Vietnamese refugees has deepened and 
Hong Kong finds itself in the thick of it all. 



A young Vietnamese girl weaving carpets 


border authorities. So far : Hong 
Kong, despite allegations of the 
rough;bebavioiur of lire officials, 
has bejen Ihetnost.attractive ties- . 
dilation for the Vietnamese refu-, - 
•gees.' : i-. ■■■••.■: : • 

iAh Estimated 700,OOp. Vietna-; 

mese ipeopl6 ';hay^,rd*fettIeJ ifl„ ; 
the-; i-egibn, 

hiindr^d '&Otisiind liaptiaits, and J 
Cambodians, -i.i- i. bufv.,atiother. ; 

110,000 artawjtito . 

•. -;.tir . 


setilemeni. Some 60,000 of them 
are Jbblieved to' be -in Hong 
' Kong. 

The outcry over tbe forced re- 
phtriatldn of ; the Vietnamese 
.. from HongiKong has been .heard 
UlOi loudest, 1 ironically, obtslde , 
. Southeast[A^l hi Ae region Itr, ; 
" ^f, firiWn 1 ’ enjoy? surprising 
I; support ;from ; ; gbyemmepis 

•whichhaye' practiS$d^ppIidyDf 
' summary ideportaiidh for years; 


Most of them 
have refused per¬ 
manent asylum to 
thousands of ap¬ 
parently deserv¬ 
ing cases, and ad¬ 
mitted people 
only in very ex¬ 
ceptional circum¬ 
stances. 

A Geneva meet¬ 
ing attended by 
76 countries in 
June 1989 was 
largely inconclu¬ 
sive. Convened 
exactly 10 years 
alter a 1979 ses¬ 
sion which result¬ 
ed in major refu¬ 
gee transfers to 
UwWestin ihoaf- 
lermaLh of the - 
Vietnam war, the meeting adopt¬ 
ed an eight-point plan of action 
with a hew set of alternatives. 
This was a response to the grow¬ 
ing hostility of the hdst govern¬ 
ments (o thp idea of fiirther in- 
take of refugees from Southeast 
Asia -f. parMculibrly; -Vietnam, 
I^os and Cambodia*' v.; 

'z .-TI* ; ]|iliri[^iagifia|nBc4 a Western 
commitment to continue to help 
with the resettlement -of: "all 




Indo-Chinese recognised as refu¬ 
gees." Several governments 
agreed to accept a total of 
53,600 people as a result of the 
conference. But the procedures 
agreed at the conference were 
flawed. For example, screening 
procedures for potential asylum- 
seekers, instead of hastening 
their acceptance, turned out to 
be the most effective way of 
turning them away. 

The problem began when the 
refugees who were refused asy¬ 
lum and were expected to return 
home refused to do so, pleading 
danger to their lives. Host gov¬ 
ernments unwilling to let them 
stay invented terms such as "ec¬ 
onomic 'refugees" to argue for 
their forcible repatriation. The 
result has. been ; . the ciisip in 
Hong Kong,; the' extensions pf 
which can be seen in most coun¬ 
tries of Sou theast Asia. 

Few experts and officials .be¬ 
lieve die problem will be sol W 
soon, or. the. expressions of oiH- 
riga from outside the region, 
particularly ihe Unites latps, be 

silenced, In addition io 'grap- 
pUng with its own ityure vis a 
vis China before thd scheduled 
handover of the colony'jo Chi¬ 
des© rule in 1997i Hong Kong is 
fficed With a deepening crista 
over the boat people. ■. 
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GUIDE is sponsored by 


T. V sets, Videos, Air Condition Units, Ventilating Fans 
Tape Recorders, Washing Machines, Dryers, Radios 
and other Electrical Appliances. 

Ismail Bilbelsl and Co. 

King Husaoln SI. Tel. 638103/4 Macs St 791.816430 

8)6467 


Programmes of Jordan Television from 24 to 30 March 



urn 


Saturday 

8:30 - Comedy ■ DEdi’s Come* 
dy Show, "Nonstop nonsense": 
Didi's farsical escapades on a 
cruise liner... an entertain mem 
for every member of the family. 
9:00 - Encounter: Rami Khory 
meets Dr Hanna Nasir, President 
of Beer Zcil University to talk 
about education in inc West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

9:30 - Classical Music 
10:00 - News In English 
10:20 - Man without n star, 
starring Kirk Douglas and 
lean lie Crain: Dciupsny Ray is a 
famous Texas cowboy who lives 
by his morals and would fight 
for them whatever the cost. He 
uses his fists ami guns only 
when his charm fails to do the 
job. 

Sunday 

8:30 - Who's the Boss 
9:10 - Documentary: The 
world of puppetry - Bruce 
.S ho wart/.. A young ami gifted 
American, performer Bruce 
Schwawi/ is a master of many 
forms of puppetry. His one man 
show encompasses comedy as 
well as the highly sensitive and 
the tragic. 

10:1)0 - News in English 
10:20 • (To he announced) 

Monday 

8:30 - Empty Nest: (Change of 
Heart): A mild heart attack is 
something to Lie taken seriously. 
9:10 - Tusifala - Episode 2:. 
10:00 - News in English 
10:20 - Midnight Caller. 



Moving Target (feauture film), Thursday at 10:20 pm. 


Tuesday 

8:30 - Mr Belvedere. 

9:10 * Goya - episode 5, 'I saw 
if 

10:00 - News In English. 

10:20 * Hunter (The legion) • 
part two: The gang holds McCall 
hostage to exchange her with 
their wounded member held by 
the police. 

Wednesday 

8:30 - Laura and Disorder: 
Laura finds herself in the midst 
of troubles when she discovers a 
valuable painting among the 
contents of the- switched hand¬ 
bag. But she is even in more 
trouble when she loses the paint¬ 
ing and the robbers are after her. 
9:10 - Documentary. 

10:00 ■ News in English. 

10:20 - Guts and Glory. 

Thursday 

8:30 - A different World: The 
inin hue dividing fantasy from 
real life. 

9:10 - Basketball. 

10:00 - News in English. 

10:20 - Feature Film (Moving 
Target). Starring: Jason Bater- 
man and Tom Skerriu: One day 
17 year old Toby Kellogg reluc¬ 
tantly leaves home for summer 
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camp. His dislike for the out¬ 
doors leaves him with only one 
desperate thought: escape. He 
makes u clean gat a way only to 
come back to a barren house. 
Everyone and everything is gone 
f without a trace. 

I 

Friday 

8:30 • Coach: Hagan's relentless 
efforts to win... fizzle out. 

9:10 - Thirlysomething (Best of 
Enemies): Susannah is having 
trouble with her pregnancy, and 
Gary insists she stay home from 
tne office at the centre where 
they work. He is beginning to 
face the new responsibilities of 
having a family. Meanwhile 
Hope plans an article for the lo¬ 
cal paper featuring community 
assistance for the needy. 

10:00 - News in English, 

10:20 • Fremantle Conspiracy - 
last episode. 

ERKNCH programme 
Saturday 

5:20 - Chumps Elysces: A va- 
programme presented by 
Michel Druckcr. 1 

7:00 - News in French. 

7:15 - Suuvnge el Beau: A doc¬ 
umentary. 

Sunday 

5:50 - Tel Perc Tel Fils: A com¬ 
edy series. 

6:15 - L'ecole des Fans: A pio- 
gramme for children presented 
by Jacques Martin. This week's 
guest Mireillc Maihieu. 

7:00 - News In French. 

7:15 - Aujourd'hui en France: 

A cultural magazine. 


Monday 

5:30 - La Face de L'ogrc: A 
French film starring Anny Dupe- 
rcy who awaits her long lost hus¬ 
band in a remote village in the 
Swiss Alps. But her husband is 
yet another victim of these 
mountains. 

7:00 - News in French. 

7:15 - Weekly Sports Maga- 


Tuesday 

6:10 - Des ChifiVes ct des Let- 
tres: A Game Show. 

6:30 • L'Appart: A comedy se¬ 
nes. 

7:00. News in French. 

1\I s ; Aujourd'hui en Jorda- 
Madi A ma8azine b y Saleh 

Wednesday 

6:00 - A ventures voyages* A 
programme on the 
niT°» R,V ; r 10 ^ mountains 
of Spam. Rio Loco is a notorious 
nwrfor its 33 cascades and icy 

7:00-News in French. 

/.15- French varieties. 

Thursday 

6:05 - Tel Pere Tel Fils: A com¬ 
edy senes. n 

22® " U Chance Aux Chan. 

7:00-Newsin French, 
cultural magMine. M,, *’ !> ^ ne: A 
Friday 

| : |xK£ tsetd “ L ''- 

feim m D4nlelliere:A ^h. 
7:00 -News In French. . 


’JOE VS. THE VOLCANO’ 

Rating:Threc and half star 
Joe... Tom Hanks 

Patricia/Angelicia/DeDe... Meg Ryan 
Graynamorc....Lloyd Bridges 
Dr Ellison...Robert Stack 
Chief of the waponis.. Abe Vigoda 
Waturi.. Dan Hedaya 
Luggage salesman.. Barry Megovern 
Marshall... Ossie Davis 
Dagmar..Amanda Plummer 

WARNER BROS, presents a film written and directed bvJda 
Patrick shanley. Produced by Tcri Schwartz. Edited by rS 
Halsey. Photography by Stephen Goldblau. Music by Geora 
Delerue. Running Ume: 94 minutes, classified: PG 
Gradually, through the opening scenes of "Joe Vs. the Vote- 
no, my heart begin to quicken, until finally I realised a won- 
drous thing: I had not seen this movie before. Most movies .1 
have seen before. Most movies, you have seen before. Mos 
movies are constructed out of bits and pieces of oilier movies, 
like little engines built front cinematic Erector sets. But iu 
J oe Vs. the Volcano." It is not an entirely successful movit 
but it is new and fresh and not shy of taking chances, and ik 
dialogue tn it is actually worth listening to because it is wiiim 
with wit and romance. 

The movie announces its individuality in its opening shot 
which is of a loathsome factory - a vast block ofugliiicss set 
down in the middle of a field of mud. Into this factory even 
morning trudge the broken spirits and unhealthy bodies of iu 
employees, among them the ashen-faced Joe (Tom Hanks), 
who has felt sick for years and believes the buzzing fluorescent 
tubes above his desk may be driving him mad. 

The factory is a triumph of production design (by Bo Welch, 
who also designed "Bcctlejuiec"). It is a reminder that mw 
movies these days arc rigidly realistic- in their sellings, as ifi 
taw has been passed against nights of fancy like- tins factory 
Inal squats obscenely in the- centre or the screen. The entire 
movie breaks that law and allows fantasy back into movifi 
again. Like "Metropolis," "The wizard of Oz," "Ghostbusteis' 
or Batman," this movie isn't con ten l to photograph the exist- 
mg world - it goes to the trouble- of creating its own. 

In the factory, Joe hunches in his liulc corner, quailing at th; 
attacks of his boorish boss (Dan Hedaya) and hardly daring: 
peck at the office secretary (Meg Ryan), whose huge typewrit¬ 
er seems ready to crush ner. He hales his job. Hates, hates, 
hates it. He barely has the strength to crawl out to doctor's ap¬ 
pointment, where he learns that a Brain Cloud is spreading be- 
tween the hemispheres of his brain. He will feel terrific for 
four or five months, and then he will die. 

The death sentence is a liberation. Joe quits his job and is al¬ 
most immediately offered another one. A man name- Grayna- 
mo . re (H 0 yd Bridges) owns an island that is rich in a rare mia* 
enu. The island is inhabited by natives who must be placated 
1 hey need a human sacrifice for their volcano. Since Joe is go¬ 
ing to die anyway, Graynamorc reasons, why shouldn't hep 
out in style by leaping into the volcano. 

Sound good to Joe. And meanwhile the movie has been « 
veioping into a due between whimsy and romance. The wnta- 
director, John Patrick Shanley, is the same man who wnS 
Norman Jewison's wonderful "Moonstruck" and wrote t* 
astonishingly bad " The January Man." Now he is back onJ* 

track OSain. The hesi ihintr nKnnl hie Hirw-linn ic hlS OWH 
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oeen used in quite some way. , 

En route to the island, Joe meets one of Graynamore's da# 
* en other. Both are also played by Meg 
who has three different kinds of fun with her three characters 
grungy, waspish and delectable. They set sail for the Sog 
everything leads to the moment when they stand on 
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Algerian .. 641271/2 

Artb Republic of Yemen 642381 
. 637246/7 


Austrian Embassy 



Cyprus Honorary Cons.642653 

Czechoslovakian .665105 

Danish Consulate Gen ..... 622324 

Finnish Consulate.623443 

..641273/4 


GemianD.R.819351/2 



Consulate Gen. Ireland,. 630878 
.672486/7 


osi 

n ili.675135/8 

'an 


Netherlands.637967/625165 


North Korean . 

Norwegian Consulate 


People's Rep. of China.666139 



United Arab Emirates.644365 

United Kingdom.823101 

Lnited States of America.. 64437 1 


fe5°n of the EEC.668191 


Fu East Com. o(T. (Taiwan) 


Cm. of Sri Lanka 




fataT"-666055/667825 

iK^=8SS 

Kh Alrlines -66214I/678321 
Aw'““ 653606/656616 
^^Airhncs -639295 

hqi .g7827/644036 

W 628596/628598 

.. 630144 



Cultural centres 


Royal Cultural Centre ..661026/7 
American Centre Library. 641520 
Brush Council.636147/8 

Gomh 1 < f u!l ^ al Cemro .637009 

Goethe Institute. 641993 

Soviet Cultural Centre.644203 

Spanish Cultural Centre.. 624049 
Turkish Cultural Centre... 639777 

Haya Arts Centre.. 665195 

HusscmYoutli City.667181/5 

y’w^cz::::, mil] 

Amman Mun. Library. 6371 H 

Umv. of Jordan Library..,. 834555 


'i rJ* I 


AtS hir . 668958 

£W abal . 606669 

S£m - .■ 6<a,61/ gfffi 

. a™ 

Rabbit Amman.672424 

1 .639861 

f? leli,e .625767/621471 

S*?. 671931 

. 673312 

^' W ^ a .674105 

? bu . ^egge.644642/644906 

Amm Jarrar (Avis). 670498 

7™™“. 666327 

* r ? b, ? n .641350 

Avis-Jarrar.08/51000 

.. 

. 669970 

£ uro P c ? 1 '.601350/80 

Ocneral Services.674100 

Gu,f -. 660902 


Cinemas 


Concord. A-z-Mon 

Rainbow... 

&.==:: 

"StezzzgJiii 

NlJOum .675571 

Sports Clubs 

o^ H oZ in cfc Cily .fiSJJ! 

Royal Chess Club. 673713 


I by?s$3i 
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International,,., 

San Rock. 

Alia Gateway., 


Al-Manar 


Coral Beach 
Aquamarina 



I Emergencies 

Amman govemorate.91228 

™ n " l “ pi y il Defence... 198, 199 

“! v jj Defence Irbid.. 271292 

Civil Defence ^.661111 

Ambulance.193,775111 

Amman fire bridgadc...,, ]Qfi 

First aid. . 63 m 

Blood Bank.. 775 j 

Civil Defence rcsucc.630341 

Police rescue.621111,637777 

Police headquarters. 639141 

I raffle police. g 063 QA 

iloctric Power Co,..636381/4 

[vatcr complaints. 897467 

tJFI?^ , i a r Airp0r ‘"- (08) 53200 
rlight Info.(08)53200 

Hospitals 

lusscin Medical Centre... 813813 

■McdiMmejniihj,.644281 /6 

klch Maicmity.642441/2 

10 HI Amman Maternity... 6*12362 

lalhas, J. Amman.636141 

[destine. Shmeisani. 664171/4 

limeuani ! lospiiol. 669131 

-E-V Hospital. 845845 

l-Mnuher Hospital. 667227/9 

Abdali.. 666127/37 

Llfb 'vAW'. 664164/6 

wian-AI-Muliojiccn.777101/3 

Bashir, Aslirafich....775| 1 1/26 

niy. Marks.S9I6I t/|5 

icon Aha Hospital.602240/50 

nal Hospital. 674155 

CJcnertiJ 

dun Television.7731 ]/|9 

dio Jordan.,....774111/19 

Ministry uf Tourism... 642111 

Hotel complaints. 605X00 

Price complaints. 661176 

I clephonc lnfonii.it ion. 121 

Jordan and Middle East calls... 10 
Kepair service. 62310 ] 


Editorial & advertising telephone 
number: 648298 

Distribution: Jordan Distribution 
Agency, telephone: 630191 




Folklore Museum: Jewelry and 
costumes over 100 years old. Also 
2E? ,C ?/™ n Madaba and Jcrash 
(4th io 18thccnturics).Tlie Roman 
ncatre, Amman. Opening hours: 9 

65F760 5 Pm ' yenr ruund ' Tcl 

Jordan Archaeological Museum: 
Has an excellent collection of the 
antiqurocs of Jordan. Jabal Al- 
QaJa (Citadel Hill). Opening 
j™ rs: 9 a.m - 5 p.m.). Closed Tucs- 

Jordan Notional Gallery: Con¬ 
tains a collection oF paintings, ce¬ 
ramics, and sculptures by contem- 
poraiy Islamic arUsts from most of 
me Muslim countries, and a collec¬ 
tor paintings by 19th century 
f Mumazah. Jabal 

nSSr ,H T* 10arT1 - l:30p. m . 
Closed T uesdays. Tel. 630128. 



. 841712 

. 813801 

-(08) 51000 



fUuna 60831/2 

... 601744 


Airlines. $sl&l 

"-“^9 

Ait!. A) --.642943 

.. 629831 

.-82147 

. 604649 

,*iC toe .. 623430 

! ;4irw.v.'"-659102 


Algeria. . 213 

Argentina.. 54 

Buenos Aires 1 

Australia... 

Adelaide 8 
Brisbane 7 
Canberra 62 
Melbourne 3 
Perth 9 
Sydney 2 

Austria. 43 

Vienna 222 

Bahrain. 973 

Belgium.32 

Antwerp 3 
Brussels 2 

Brazil ...:. 55 

Rio de Janeiro 21 
Brazilla61 

Bulgaria..;.359 

Sofia 2 

Canada.... 1 

Ottawa 613 

Chile.56 ' 

Santiago 2 

Cyprus...357 

Nicosia 21- 




Paris 1 

Q ir^ (FR0) . 49 

Greece.. 

Alhens/Pirseus! 

India..*... 91 

Banglore 812 
New Delhi 11 
Bombay 22 

And all cities with area codes be¬ 
ginning with 1,2,3,4,5,6,7, & 8. 

Indonesia...62 

Jakarta 21 • 

Italy...39 


Czechoslovakia...:.. 

Prague 2 

Donmark... 

Copenhagen (Inner) 1 
Copenhagen (Outer) 2 

Ecuador...; 

Quito 2 '■ 

Egypt-:. 

Cairo 2 'o 
Eire,...;...,......,. 

Dublin 1 «v V:- : L ■ -■ 

Cprk21 


.42. 

........:45 : 


.593 ; 


. 628175 ; , 

Alia A- ■ - ' I HeWhkid - ?? "3 -3. 3 •;• 

•- ^ (08)53200 • I France.Neftth^r] 


'.iww..nM>Unk>|. 

.Li ri ia 


„..U58 


Rome 6 

Iraq.. 964 

Baghdad 1 

Japan... 81 

Tokyo 3 

Kenya....254 

Nairobi 2 

Kuwait,....,. .965 

Korea.....82 

Seoul 2 : 

Libya. ....i.... 218 

: Tripoli 21 ■ 

Lebanon. ......i...,,. 961 

Beirut 1 . 

Malaysia......60 

."'KuaJaUiippurS, . . •, 

Mexico......:..;,::. f j...52 

MexiCp.Cityi; '..' - 

Mqrbccq,;. 1 . 1 :......... v ..:..212 ■ 

I ' 1 FqZ. 6 ' 

...Rabat7’V ' 3 ! [C\ 

Ndalherlands 31 


Amsterdam 20 
Rotterdam 10 

North Yemen. qn 

Al Bayda 6 . . 

Hodeidah 3 

Sanaa 5 
Taiz4 

N Kr. . 

"oE^. . 

9™.. 

Pakistan. 05 

Karachi 21 
Lahore 42 
Peshawar 521 
Rawalpindi/Islamabad 51 

Paraguay..... . 595 


Asuncion 54 

Peru.. 

Lima 14 

Philippines..... « 

Manila 2 

Poland... Ao 

Warsaw 22 . 


Qatar.. 

Romania.:.. 

Bucharest 0 
Saudi Arabia... 
Al-khobar3 
Al-Madina 4 
.. Dammam 3 
. Jeddah? 

( Mecca 2 ; 
Riyadh 1 

Spain..,........;. 

Barcelona 3 
Madrid 1 , 


.974 

..40 

.966 


Marbella 52 
Majorca 71 

Sri Lanka.. 

Colombo I 

Sudan. 

Khartoum 11 

Sweden. 

Stockholm 8 

Syria. 

Damascus 11 

Taiwan.. 

Taipei 2 

Thailand. 

Bangkok 2 

Tunisia. 

Tunis 1 

Turkey. 

Ankara 4 
Istanbul 1 

UAE. 

Abu Dhabi 2 
Ajman6 
Al Ain 3 
Dubai 4 
Fujairah 70 
Ghyaihl 52 
Rns al Khaim ah 77 
Sharjah 6 

Umm Al Quwain 6 

UK....... .. . 

London 1 

Uruguay... 

Montevideo 2 

USA..... 

New York 212/718 

uSCE^L., 

Moscow 095 

Venezuela!..,,:,... 

Caracas? 

Yugoslavia.,;....,,,.. 


..44 

..... 598 
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ACROSS 


1 Leaks slowly 
6 Kind of party 
10 Coplod 
14 Ms Oakley 
16 Via for short 

16 Altitude of 
Denver 

17 Fraternal 
organization 

16 War god 
16 Make eyes at 

20 Sloop Plko — 

21 Kin of ante 

22 Plane place 
24 Court figure 
26 Get-up-and- 

go 

28 Pasture sound 
20 Modena 
money 

80 Milieu of 24A 
33 Prayer beads 

36 Those with 
power 

37 He 


1 Wost Coast 
shrub 

2 — Gey 

I 3 Vest In 

! 4 Kid's vault 

5 Pa re el vo 

6 Take the lead 

7 Wolf's quarry 

8 How — you*? 
0 Some wells 

10 In with 

II Transport 
method 

12 Me Raines 

13 Doe 


38 Envelope abbr. 
38 Sautt - Mario 

40 Religious 
depletion 

41 Cozy corner 

42 Rent out 

43 Creel 
46 Set 

46 Rind 

47 Freud’s terms 
46 Uly maid 

SO Fine meal 
54 Escargots 
56 Frog's perch 

58 Familiar with 

59 The fuzz 

60 "Exodus" 
author 

62 Moth 

63 Seed covering 

64 Army gp. 

66 Qo-betwaen 
66 Fad 

87 A Lencheeter 
68 Beginners 


DOWN 


21 Supplicate 
23 Paraeghlan 

26 Corn unit 

27 Diamond 
array? 

31 Healing 
plant 

32 Tear 

33 Called 

34 Indian 

35 The piper's 
son did 

37 Muppet 
39 Observed 

42 Playtime 

43 Cage dweller 
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Solution 


44 Summer drink 
46 Sidekick 
49 Hose thread 
61 Wrath 

52 Dictator’s aide 

53 Legal 

wrong b 

64 Blemish 

65 "A Doll’s 
House" 
heroins 

67 Movie 
dog 

61 Kinsman: 
abbr. 

62 Corrode 
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!BirMg<s4Q 

By Ghassan Ghanem 


Q&A IMPROVE YOUR PLAY 

This hand was played fifteen days ago at the Jor¬ 
dan Bridge association during the morning dupli¬ 
cate. 

West dealer and vulnerable against not: 

(Weal) (East) 

*432 4- 

VKJ 98743 VAQ1062 

4AQ 4K54 

*3 4AK976 

What do you open with the west cards? 

*4V is eliminated due to the vulnerability. 

* 2V is eliminated due to the number of hearts. 

* Pass is not that bad being in the first seat, but it 
would create difficulties later in the bidding. 

* 3V is correct regarding point's range and the 
number of the hearts, but what about the one and 
half defensive tricks (4A&0) outside vout long, 
suit? 

* IV is an overbid regarding the points count, but 
the hand is belter than many twelve point hands. 

MAIS AL-ALOUL introduced the hand to me; 
she is one of the most promising players and very 
eager to know more and more about the game. She 
told mo that very few pairs reached the ice cold 
grand slam. Most of them, she complained, reached 
it via Blackwood and a guess. 

With a void you belter bid your hand via cue bid¬ 
ding to avoid unnecessary guesses. 

The cue bidding agreement is highly improved 
when combined with a simple but very effective 
tool regarding the top tlirec honors of the trump suit, 
in other words. A, K & Q. 

* If nny of the partners bids 4N, he is showing 
none or two of the three top honors. 

Mf any of the partners bypasses the 4N level first, 
he is showing one or three uf them. Back to the 
himd, what did you open? 

3V and IV takes equal marks, it is a matter of 
style I helievu. 

If you opeu 3 V, bidding goes on: 

(West) (Ensi) 

3V 44 

4# 4* 

54 54 

64 7V 


After a pre-emptive opening,responder's bid of 
a minor suit is a cue bid, which means: 

44, 46,4* , 54 and 54 are cue bids showing 
first or second round control in the suit bid. 

And 64 shows a third round control of the dia¬ 
mond suit on the way to slam, moreover, when 
west bypassed the 4N level by bidding 54 he has 
shown one or three of the VA.K&Q. 

East knowing about the V K, the controls of di¬ 
amonds and the control of clubs, makes the best 
thing any bridge player can ever do, counts up to 
13 and bids the grand slam. 

On the same basic principle the bidding can go 
smoothly after IV opening: 

(West) (East) 


The two points worth mentioning are the tech¬ 
nique of cuo bidding a lower ranking second 
round control before a higher ranking first round 
control. This saves bidding space, giyes the flexi¬ 
bility to deny first and second round of a lower 
ranking suit whenever you bypass it during bid¬ 
ding. 

Tire 3 4 is a splinter bid guaranteeing support, 
game values and single or void in the spade. 

To illustrate the idea more, here is a hand that 
was bid by NUHA HATTAR which I usually 
use in my advanced lessons: 

(West) (East) (West) (East) 
4AQ63 4K75 14 IV 

VAJ104 VQ985 44 44 

4KJ32 4A6 44 5* 

44 ' 4AK92 54 54 


And hero is another hand that was bid three 
years ago by HAIDAR ABU JABER 
(West) (East) (West) (East) 

4AKQ32 4J1065 14 4 y > 

*642 V7 54 54 . 

4 A10754 4KJ8 . 64 6V 

♦ - '4AJ543 • . 
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JEANE DIJON'S 




ARIES (21 March -19 April): You can accomplish more than you think 
this week. Avoid gambling. A positive altitude will work best whendeil. 
ing with someone who is overwrought. Offer kindly encouragement, not 
criticism. You need to focus on one project at a lime. Working alone pn> 
duces the best results. Someone influential is impressed by your perfa- . 
mance. Romance could hit a snag if you are too aggressive. 

TAURUS (20 April - 20 May); Those in authority may seem diagnmM 
Avoid direct confrontations and postpone asking for special favours, Htr- 
tial tics deepen, while singles think about settling down. Keep an eye m 
spending. A fine day to set dales and cement relationships. Your aniitic 
talents serve you magnificently. Move forward with confidence. Romm 
continues to bring happiness. Drive carefully. 

GEMINI (21 May 20 June): You face tough questions when making ifc 
cision. Follow up new business leads. Others may not keep their promis¬ 
es; be prepared to shift gears. Member of opposite sex intrigues you.The 
emphasis this week is on mental pursuits, travel and communications Pi; 
closer attention to loan payments. A new partnership is possible. Be wy 
if you receive unwarranted compliments. 

CANCER (21 June - 22 July): New responsibilities fall on your shoul¬ 
ders. Learn how to do a special procedure by yourself. An annoujicemeu 
could startle you. Asking vacation is favoured if you share expenses. Yu 
may have to take work home over the weekend. Mate will be undenuol- 
ing if you explain the circumstances. Do not be overly generous with tht 
wrong people. A social gathering is fun. 

LEO (23 July - 22 Aug.): Private Lime is increasingly important to you 
Be certain others understand. Your style plays a big role m business rfp- . 
liations. Wearing bright colors makes you feel confident! Use tact who 
dealing with sensitive people. Concentrate on essential tasks in spile of 
fascinating distractions. An older person could make romantic overrule 
Know your own heart. 

VIRGO (23 Aug. 22 Sent.): Participation in a group seminar could help 
you jump ahead of yourbusiness associates. School can be tough on lto« 
returning to the classroom after many years. Keep romance in properp* 
spective. Follow the advice of an experienced colleague. A newcomer • 
steers you in a profitable direction. Be prepared to take a chance. A dog 
would make a wonderful companion for a senior citizen. 

LIBRA (23 Sept. - 22 Oct.): Originality counts big this week. Camay 
with innovative, time-saving ideas. A financial matter may require ex¬ 
pert's attention. Follow his advice. A relationship needs rethinking. Tu* 
in to romantic partner's mood and domestic tensions will evaponte. Di¬ 
plomacy helps you patch up a misunderstanding. Business progrew uc- 
relic. Work on your own whenever possible. 

SCORPIO (23 Oct. - 21 Nov.): Funds from overseas help both your n» ; 

rale and your bank account. Taking an uncompromising posiuoncouW .. 

put you in the spotlight. Banish your fears and stand up for y° w 
Plan a vacation. Your creativity may not be recognised this week, am 
for greater harmony in your personal relationships. A solo 
prove more productive than a team effort. An out-of-lownw boosts yo 
sprits. 

SAGITTARIUS (22 Nov. - 21 Dec.): A fortunate day to 
slocks, listen to your broker's advice, but rely on your own 
pocket diary helps you get to appointments on time. ^ 

sider a small business venture. Others look to you for leadmmp. a _ 
relationship can be rekindled if you make the first move. A long 
call brings good news. 

CAPRICORN (22 Dee. -19 Jan.): Learning a foreign language will 
make travel more enjoyable. It can also be a huge plus “ l ,v u3ln fr^ el0 
Choose companions who share your enthusiasm. Mutual 
greater compatibility. Stick with tried-and-proven workmeln<x“_ 
gamble lands you in hot water. Think twice about a business exjw 
the timing may be all wrong. Use your authority wisely to avoi 
enemies. 

AQUARIUS (20 Jan -18 Fob.): Make the most of a goldoj 
the financial results could be remarkable. Many women wiU 
approach you decide to take. A child shows greater mammy-v 
couragement, Do not overlook a source of inspiration. 
boosts your morale with encouraging words. An attractive**^ 
who seemed immune to your charms extends an enuemg ,. y : 

PISCES (19 Feb - 20 March): Clever use of your own £ jjjjjji 

Specialised training will help you progress faster m yw® Mr 

ing your home is favoured. A deal with a neighbour :giV«#' 

A good day to ask for loans and speoial favours. An outer pw 
yow career or pel project a giant boost. Family businesses oo .r... 
well. A platonic relationship heats up! • 

' -L ' v- 

• . . I* V*. *. 

THIS WEEK’S CHILDREN are dynamic, ? 

challenged but not concerned. Parents will enjoy their I 


once they gel used lo lheir unbridled enthusiasm arid conjijP Jgp'iW'. 
change. Count on them to excel In history, geography 
tisiic pursuits are also rewarding for these erierWUcAnM. ^ 
them to read instead of watching TV. Plenty of fresh tut 
help them sleep better at night. . A • ■*' ' 
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